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To THE. 


Right Reverend Jo on . N, 


4 Lord BISHOP o 


WINOHESTBR. 


My LORD, 


N this ADDRES 8 1 willingly conſider 

- myſelf as not only addreſſing myſelf to my 

Dioceſan, and the Preſident of a large Bi- 
ſhopric, | but at the ſame time, partly by his means 
to the reſt of his learned Brethren upon the Bench, 
and to our King himſelf, ſurrounded as he may 
poſſibly. be, by baſe and unworthy ſycophants and 
flatterers. Your Lordſhip probably perceives al- 
ready, chat he who now takes the liberty to addreſs 
himſelf to you, is not likely ever to be added to 
that claſs of men. .Indeed, my Lord, a flatterer 
1 will never be. As amidſt the numerous errors 
of my life, the baſe diſpoſition of a flatterer 1 never 
yet had reaſon. to reproach myſelf with. I wiſh 
I could foy, with equal t truth, that no provocation 


hat- 
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whatſoever, either ſuppoſed only, or real, had ever 
tempted. me to err in che oppoſire extreme. My 
Lord, the ſubject that I am defirous of ſubmitting 
to your Lordſhip's, I hope, impartial conſideration, 
is, as your Lordſhip can not but be ſenſible, a ſub- 
ject of National importance, and what nearly con- 
cerns us all as we are men, and ſtill more evidently 
as we are Chriſtians, Your Lordſhip will not 
therefore wiſh, or, as I hope, expect to be footifhly 
and vitineceffarty detained by canting Methodiſti@) 
pretences of ſorrow for my paſt Failings, ilk I 
might better beſtow my time, by pleading che e cauſe 
of virtue, that by fo doing ſhe n may, as far as poſſi- 
ble, become the guide of my future conduct. 
Your Lord is beyond all queſtion heard bf fn 
unforrunate young man, on whom you biit few 
years ago laid your hands, who has met with Hany 
diſzppoiritments | in Uke, "owing, as he cinnot bat 
perſuade himſelf, toan ardent deflre of worthipping 
our common Creator and Loi, after the way 
which the numerous tribe of Dunces an | mare Con- 
temptidle tine. ſerver Kill lech. The Bilbdp 
of Winchefter, of whom ” ha „formen ea 


at 1 College, FO havin g been og betet 
ny 
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my time, a member of that mediocriter docti, ſed 
melius veſtiti College, and who was alſo judged wor- 
thy to be one at leaſt of the Preceptors to a young 
Prince juſtly expected to hold the reins of Govern- 
ment, and to diſpenſe juſtice in and to a large and 
valiant, -and we hope on the whole, a generous na- 
tion, needs not, I truſt, at this time of day, to be 
reminded of what is the true definition of hereſy. | 
The age in which we live i is ſo far enlightened, chat 
few, Ii imagine, need now ſuch a rebuke as would be 
implied in that definition, if we except. ſuch worthies 
as the following and their ſtupid if not heretical adhe- 
rents, Viz; Captain Joſs, and the very orthodox Meſſts. 
Romaine, and Madan, Auguſtus Toplady, ; and his 
renowned Orthodox friend John Allen, M. __ . 
To ſuch men 1 muſt be permitted to obſerve, that 5 
any church whatſoever that requires, I do not 

now ſay only ſuch unſcriptural, but ſuch impious* 
doctrines to be ſubſcribed to, as our Church does, 


To be convinced of the propriety of this remark; be. 
ſides the Achanaſian and part of the Nicene Creed, I prefume 
to ſay, conſidered at leaſt as a creed which every member of 

che national Church is obliged to profeſs, the reader is deſired 
to reflect ſerionſly on that moſt impious form of  abſolution i in 
L eſtabliſhed Office for Yeung the lice. 
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highly deſerves the title of an Heretical and 
Schiſmatical Church. But dropping every other re- 
flection on ſuch men as theſe, I muſt be permitted 
to obſerye that the character which I have long ſince 
tend Gf your Lordſhip, allowing for the too na- 
tural prejudices of an All-Souls College education, 
was that of moderation. Indeed, my Lord, when 
I conſider the great moderation of moſt men in 
their purſuits after truth, I am the leſs ſurprized 
that the caution of an aged Biſhop, educated 
partly at All-Souls College, in an Univerſity for- 
merly celebrated for its Jacobitiſm, has not by the rea- 
ſonableneſs alone of our Petition reſpecting the 39 | 
Articles and Liturgy of the church of England, been 
prevailed] upon to countenance openly thoſe Petiti- 
'oners, whom your Lordſhip muſt excuſe me, if 1 ſay 
you ought to countenance and ſupport. It becomes 
not me to pretend to determine what have been your 
Lordſhip's motives for your general filence on the 
ſubject; You may perhaps have feared (how un- 
accountable ſoever ſuch a fear neceſſarily appears 
to me) a far greater oppoſition, if you had openly 
favoured the cauſe of truth, than as it is highly 


probable you would ever have met with, Amia- 
os ble 
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ble as truth is to every good mind, yet when ſhe 
enjoins us to tate up the Croſs and follow her, we 


are, if at all, generally with great reluctance pre- 


vailed upon to ſubmit to her commands. Whilſt, 
to uſe the language of St. Paul, the fleſh luſteth 


againſt the Spirit, that is perhaps as long as we | 


live, we naturally feel ſome ſort of averſion in our- 
ſelves, to act up to the ſtrict and ſublime Precepts 
of the Goſpel. And though the ſpirit, as our 


Divine Maſter obſerved, be willing, the fleſh is 


weak. I wiſh I knew how to make ſome better 
apology than this is, for your Lordſhip, and the 
reſt of your Brethren amongſt the Biſhops in ge 
neral, on the ſcore of your conduct in relation to two 
g late : repeted ] Petitions. But if ſuch motives havein- 
fivenced yout Lordſhip, I would have you conſider 
this circumſtance at leaft, that T am far from being 
5 the only Petitioner i in your Dioceſe. And without al 
doubt yourLotdſhip knowsvery well (though no one 
of your Dioceſet beſides myſelf has ſet his name toany 
| other public writing than the Petition in behalf of 

a reformation of our Church) yet that more than 


3 5 xe 


"one of your Clergy beſides myſelf has publiſhed : 


his thoughts to the world in behalf of a  reforms- 
| tion 


”- 


x DEDICATION. 
tion of it. Not to mention that upon the whole 
very valuable and -candid Letter to a Biſhop, - 
written by a Gentleman belonging to the Chapter 
of Wincheſter, though that clearly pays too much 
deference to human authority, your Lordſhip is 
; probably very ſenſible that the 1ſt Pamphlet only 
in the name of Ben Mordecai will for ever be con- 
ſidered by the impartial readers of it, as a full 
confutation of that great reproach to our Church 
and Nation the Athanaſian Creed. And you will per- 
mit me to obſerve that among all the Clergymen with 
whom I have lately converſed on the ſubje& (and I 
have converſed with pretty many) all acknowlege 
| his much, that there are very conſiderable errors in 
i our Liturgy. But to return to a diſagreeable topic, 
1 with reſpect to myſelf, I muſt acknowlege that I till 
feel that averſion in myſelf which cauſes me to fall 
lt thortofwhat I propoſe doing daily almoſt and hourly. 
1 | - Nevertheleſs, it very fortunately ſo happens, that the 
Goſpel is fo admirably well adapted to the conſti- 
if - tution of nature and the courſe of an all-wiſe Pro- | 
| Vvidence, that one man who ardently purſues the 
hb : dictates, of it, chough with many failings, may 
| fanctimes be a great. check and reſtraint upon a 
| 10 mul- 
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multitude of others. If chat ſhould happen ts 
be the caſe with your Lordſhip's humble ſervant, 
he will have the greatef reaſon to be thankful, and 


no one will have any juſt reaſon to be diſpleaſed. 


Indeed, my Lord, the time is now come, when a 
certain old Apology for our ruh Englifh Church, 
muſt needs be laughed to fcorn by a very great 
part of the multitude, even of thoſe poor people, 
whom many pretended Chriſtians ſeem willing to 
conſider as Tearcely deſerving the title of ignobile 
volgus. How think you my Lord, that the body 
of the people, would like to be addreſſed in this 
manner? You are ſuch egregious villains, and at 


: the ſarne time in other reſpects, ſuch deſſ picable 


© wretches, that we know riot what to ſay to you, 
nor how to deal with you. That ſerpentine ſort of 


* prudence, which we bluſh 1 not to plead for, re- 


© quires us to prevaricate not once only but con- 
05 ſtantly i in our Public and durin nag our moſt ſolemn 


Add reſſes to the Almighty God and Univerſal Lord 
4 of Heaven and Earth, and that becauſe we will not 


run the I of þ giving any offenice by dur lincerity, 
to fuch vile 'wretches, as you pretendedly freeborn 
„Eaglihmmen ite, Such my Lord in other words 

was 
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was the mighty plea that was made uſe of a little 
more than 20 years ago, by the late J. White, B.D. 
in oppoſition to the Propoſals of the Author of the 
Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, as any one may ſee 


who will only be at the trouble to compare what I 


have written upon the ſubject, in the followin g Ap- 
pendix, with p. 258, 259, of the Confeſſional, 
Ed. 3. Such a plea as that of Mr. White's in behalf 
of groſs hypocriſy, is certainly at all times unworthy 
of a man and much more a chriſtian, but ar this time 
ofday,whennotto repete the arguments already made 
uſe of in the following Letters and the Appendix, 
ſuch a faithful regiſter of literary tranſactions as 


the Monthly Review has been regularly carried 


on for ſo many years, and circulated through 2 


great part of the kingdom, when again ſuch 2 


work as The Life of John Buncle is got into our 
Circulating Libraries, and generally read by moſt 


| of thoſe perſons who are fond of reading, and 


have leiſure to read ſuch books, when ſo many ex · 


cellent eſſays in favor of the Petitioners have for | 


ſo long a time been publiſhed almoſt daily i in the 
London Papers, and their {cribbling adverſaries 
begin to be in a manner filent on the ſubje&, well 

- know- 
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knowing that they cen by no means fairly anſwer 
them: it is moſt ridiculous to make the beſt of it, 
It may ſerve one good purpoſe, however, as it ap- 
pears to be a kind of acknowlegement, that he who 
probably was directed to make uſe of it, had nothing 
more ſatisfactory to ſay in behalf of the cauſe he 
eſpouſed. And ſurely my Lord we muſt be very liſt- 
leſs indeed to take no notice of ſuch circumſtances 
as theſe which I have now mentioned. Thanks be 
to God Almighty, there are ſome men who conſi- 
der ſuch things as theſe with an heart felt ſatisfac- 
tion. The Bigots have not at this time of day a 
ſingle Mr. Whiſton to contend with by penal laws, to 
revile and to oppreſs. But the repoſe of that equivo- 
cal thing which ſome have the aſſurance to call reli- 
gious prudence, but which 1 (by ſome means or other 
viewing throꝰ a different medium very unfortunately 
perhaps) call Prieftcraft, though continually lulled 
for ought I know by the Nepenthe of Court Politics, 
has of late been grievoully diſturbed by hundreds, to 
. many of whom at leaſt their honeſty, though ſome- 
times perhaps not ſufficiently directed by prudence 
may well be a ſort of inſpiration. Allmendonotfor- 
get the arguments by which alone the ſeparation of 
our Anceſtors from the Church of Rome has been, 
and 
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| | and by which alone it can be defended, on the | 
. 8 foundation of reaſon and ſcripture. - And ſome 


men cannot be prevailed upon, even by a Biſhop 
to with-draw or with-hold their hands from a maſt 
equitable Petition. Your Lordſhip I truit, is not 
at all affected by what is here ſaid, as I hope you 
ſcorn and abhor all ſuch ungenerous and unworthy -. 
exertions of a power committed to you we ſuppoſe 
for the good of mankind, as perhaps more than 
one of your order has not diſdained to make uſe 
of. As far as I can perceive, ſo far are the moſt 
ſenſible men in general amongſt the Laity from be- 
8 ing averſe to a reformation of our Church, that 
they look upon the major part of the Clergy as 
great hypocrites for not promoting it, and ſeem to 

think that-they would readily ſubſcribe for any 


1 7 cConſiderable gain to the Alcoran of Mahomet. But 
| | | | the time may come ſooner than your Lordſhip is 
f | aware, when the only way to preſerve the peace of 
4 the eſtabliſhed Church will be to reform it. 
4 I have no doubt, my Lord, but it lies in your 

| power to take from me what little preferment I 


have ſtill left me, merely for writing what con- 
| ſoience obliged me to write: but power and right 
it | | 
| + . 
| | 
| 
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are things ſo very different, that I hope your Lord- 


ſhip, like a truly Chtiſtian Biſhop, will always, at 
leaſt in ſuch plain caſes, make a juſt diſtinction 
between them. Excepting what relates to the dan- 
gerous doctrines of our eſtabliſhment, to my much 
reſpected Father's honor be it ſpoken, I have been 
taught ever ſince I was capable of receiving in- 
ſtruction, to pay the ſtucteſt regard to truth and 
ſincerity. And perhaps I am apt to value myſelf too 
much on account of that regard. But (I am ſhocked 
at the ſuppoſition) if falſhood be ſuch a commend- 
able thing that it is right to utter abſolute falſhoods, 


or to uſe groſs prevarication, every time we join in 


the public worſhip of Almighty God, then have I 
done very wrong in not continuing to do, what I 
could not by any means contentedly continue to 
do. If the direct contrary to this be moſt true, if 
hypocriſy in the ſight of God be a very heinous fin, 
then will every true Chriſtian who underſtands the 
affair, commend me oreatly for obeying God ra- 
ther than Men, and leaving off ſo ſinful a practice. 

11 is well worth your Lordſhip's conſideration. 
and the conſideration of all men, that though I have 
_ ſuſpended from- my office in the Cathedral 
* Church 


1 
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Church of Wincheſter, and ſtill more ſeverely pu- 
niſhed for preſuming to vary but little from the 
eſtabliſhed forms of the Church of England; yet 
have I done nothing more repugnant to the Doc · 
trines of our eſtabliſhed Church, than is the manner 
of worſhip in moſt, if not in all the Cathedral 
Churches in this kingdom, almoſt every day in the - 
year. Few people are, I ſuppoſe, aware that the 
uſe of Organs and Chaunting in churches, are both, 


_ expreſsly condemned in one of thoſe Homilies, 


which not only every Clergyman, but every School- 
maſter, and every one that is only matriculated 


in the Univerſity of Oxford is obliged to ſubſcribe 


to, as containing a godly and wholſome Doctrine. 
Yet whoever.reads the ſecond part of the Homily 
on the place and time of prayer, may eaſily ſce that 
that is evidently the caſe. I mention not this be- - 
cauſe of any other objection whatſoever that I have 
to the uſe of Organs in any Churches whatſoever, 
nor am at all concerned about the preſent method 
of Chaunting. But I cannot avoid complaining of 
ſuch a partial and unjuſt diſpenſation of rewards 


and puniſhments; as I hope I have now ſufficiently, 


though not fully pointed out to your Lordſhip, ang 
to the o-. It 
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It is highly probable chat it lies in your power, 

my Lord, not only to be a great friend, or a great f 

enemy to me, but to further or retard the reforma- i 

tion of our Church, in a very conſiderable degree. | 
Nevertheleſs, when ſo many of the groſs errors of 
our Church are ſo openly expoſed to the world, it 
may be well worth your Lordſhip's while to con- 
fider which method of procedeing will be moſt for 
your honor, not in the ſight of God only, but even 

in the ſight of al} unprejudiced men. Preventing | 

a man from preaching, does not always prevent 5 
the ſpreading of his doctrine. And when the peo- 
ple of your dioceſe in general ſhall learn, (and they I 
| preſume to ſay will by no means be the only perſons 
that will learn it) that falſe doctrine is daily repeted 
in all Cathedral Churches, and weekly i in moſt pa- 


riſh churches | in the kingdom, what will they think 
of their teachers and church governors in general ? 


And how little regard will they be diſpoſed to pay 
to their inſtructions? When they ſhall moreover 


underſtand that great ſeverity is uſed by the gover- 
nors of your Cathedral Church, towards one "who 
ſo ſincerely believes the truth of the Chriſtian Rel. | 


gion, as to prefer the evident doctrines of that 
* to the falſe doctrines and traditions 'f 


a vain 
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vain and dafl men, what will chey be rempted to 
think of the faith, charity, or ſincerity of thoſe gen- 
tlemen, or of any others, who at this time of day 
are not aſhamed to be advocates for ſuch a method 
of procedeing ? * Who will pay any regard to ſer- 
mons in behalf of charity or fincerity, when they 
ſee that the preachers of them pay ſo little regard to 
thoſe virtues in their own conduct? And what a 
zeſt will Deiſts make of that religion, which ap- 
pears to have ſo little influence on the preachers of 
it. Theſe things well may deſerve your Lord- 
ſhip? s, as well as their conſideration, And God 
grant that you may view the whole affair like a true 
father of the church, in ſuch a : light a as may be moſt 
for his honor and your own everlaſting happineſs. 
. know,n my Lord, thatone of yourBrethren, who 
I believe deſerved the credit, of what degree ſoever 
that credit was, when! knew his perſon at Oxford, 
of having a better heart than head, has of late been 
ſaid to diſtinguiſh himſelf, how ingloriouſly ſoever 
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he 1 muſt neceſſarily | have done ſo, if not, by a ſtre- 
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nuous oppoſition to the Apoſtolical, Chriſtian, and 
_ divine Principles of ſuch a guſt and legal toleration 
| to our Diſſenting Brethren, as thoſe principles, if 
he 
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he had fully underſtood, and been guided by them, 
would have incited him to have exerted the ſmall 
| talents that God Almighty thought fit to beſtow 
upon him, with great zeal in behalf of, at leaſt, in 
an oppoſition to the practice of it. I have not read 
many of Dr. Prieſtly's writings, of which it ſeems 
that Biſhop once endeavoured to excite a general 
abhorrence ; but I have read enough of them to 
be convinced, that though he is like other men, lia- 
dle to miſtake ſometimes, even when he ſincerely en · 
deavours not tobe miſtaken, yet that his candor, di- 
ligence, quickneſs of apprehenſion, and ftrength of 
| judgment, have rendered him a far better Divine, 
not to mention his fkill in Hiſtory, and eſpecially 
in Philoſophy, than the biſhop of Landaff is ever 
likely to be, if he was to live an hundred yams 
longer. 

From what little I have ſeen of Dr. Prieftly's 
writings, fo far am Ifrom thinking, notwithſtanding 
what has been reported as from Biſhop Barrington, 
to the contrary, that there is any thing like or 
tending to blaſphemy in the dodtor's writings, that 
I really wiſh, for the ſake of expoſing, that, 1 hope, 
after all well meaning Biſhop' s groſs folly, in order 


a 2 that 
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that he might learn more wiſdom for the future, 
that Dr. Prieſtly was both permitted and deſired 
to anſwer him in the ſame public manner in which 
that Prelate once took it upon him to bring fo grier 
vous an accuſation againſt ſo valuable a writer. Iam | 
much inclined to think from reflecting upon the 


cauſe which Dr. Barrington, though a Chriſtian 


Biſhop, on two famous trials, if I may ſo ſay, un- 
dertook to defend, that his eloquence, if it be 
worth mentioning, like the majeſty of an Eaſtern 
Prince, derives great advantages from not being 
expoſed to the world. . Yet is it highly probable 
that his Lordſhip's ſpeech if publiſhed, like that 
weak and miſerable one of Sir William Bagot, at 
one time, and the very extraordinary one of my, as 

I truſt, much miſtaken friend Mr. Cormoall, at 
another, would be exceedingly edifying to all ſen- 
ſible and fincere Chriſtians, by only being contraſt- 
ed ro the truly Chriſtian and manly eloquence of 
Mr. Burke, f in conjunction with the generous ſpirit 
diſplaying itſelf in Sir William Meredith on the 
ſame occaſion,” which Sir William Bagot ſo in- 
gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed himſelf : and when thoſe 


qualifications did Mr, Burke and Sir William Me- 
redith 
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redith both ſo much honor in the Houſe, of Com- 
mons. To thoſe two gentlemen, my Lord, I, mean 
and inconſiderable as I am, think myſelf ſignally 
obliged, as I am to Sir George Saville for a former. 
excellent ſpeech of his, and in ſhort to every one 
whom 1 look upon as an equally ſincere friend to 
our Petition. They, my Lord, ſpoke like men 
who conſidered the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as a re- 
velation from heaven, deſigned for the good of all 
mankind, by promoting in various ways the im- 
provement of our rational powers, by freeing us 
from all ſorts of ſuperſtition, by encreaſing our 
faith and hope, and greatly enlarging the general 
ſphere. of our benevolence. As a ſincere friend to 
that generous ſpirit, to my country, and to man- 
kind, I know not well how to expreſs as L wiſh to 
do, my obligations to each of thaſe gentlemen. 
But their own Conſciences will reward them, and 
they have nothing to caſh from theological hatred, 
or eccleſiaſtical tyranny... | 
From a: falſe notion of Temes and of che 
| a in. which. we live, I have myſelf before 
now, as I think, too much dieaded that Le: 
thaje odium Theologicum, as it is improperly call 
{2 23 ed 


xi DEDICATION. 
ed, but which I took upon as a root of bitterneſs 
ſtill perhaps remaining in thæ hearts of ſome, whom 
in the ſcripture ſenſe of the word we may juſtly 
call fools. A fearful thing it has doubtleſs often 


proved to many. Even in this country „ and ſince 


out Anceſtors firſt ſhook off the uſurped authority 
ofthe Biſtiop of Rome, it has provednearly atleaſt as 
cruel as the idolatry of the worſhippers of Moloc, 
was of old amongſt the Heathens. Many have 
riot only parted with their ſubſtance, and many in 
a great meaſure with their good name; but many 
have alſo actually fo paſſed through the fire as to be 
burnt to death, as facrifices to that deteftable paſ- 
fon. For many years indeed the Governors of our 
Church have not cared ſo openly to beſtow on any 
of their ſubjects the crown of martyrdom. If they 
had frequently done ſo it is not at all improbable, 
on the contraty I think it is highly probable that 


our Church would have been thoroughly reformed, 


long before this time. Iniquitouſly depriving con- 
ſcientious men of that preferment which ſuch men 
only deſerve, and as far as poſſible of their good 


nathe alſd, and treating them fike ercommunieated 


perſons, ſeems in the event to have anſwered the end 
= of 
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of the political religion of many Prieſts, much better 

than the more Public method of burning the or- 
poſers of their hypocrily. And being burnt'in'a 
good cauſe is certainly preferable to ſtarving anda 
broken heart. Nevertheleſs of late ſo many brave 
men have by ſome means or other broke through 
that inchanted fiery wall which imagination may 

have figured t. to itſelf as an almoſt impregnable bar- 


rier to eſtabliſhed equivocation, hypocrify, and 
nonſenſe, that one would think it ſhould require no 
very extraordinary courage or ſucceſs at this time 
of day to cut down every uſclefs tree in that great 
foreſt of hypocriſy and nonſenſe, and thus entirely 
to diffolve the inchantment. The inchantment 
chat 1 ſpeak of, like that celebrated. fictitious one 
deſcribed by Tad, ifT; am not grievouſly deceived, 
may \ well be conſidered: as a mere iltufion of Devils, 
or of Beelzebub the Prince of Devils. 
| But a time I truſt will come, and God grant 
chat it may come ſpeedily, when men in general 
will be convinced how grievouſly they have been 
impoſed upon, by liſtening te to the Fuggeſtions of 2 


Warm 


deluded imagination, .inſtrad. of gbeying the Ora- 
Errfer gu A time = come when no men call 
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ing nen Orthodox ſhall offend their Maker, 
by preſuming to ſupport the Ark of his Covenant 
by unhallowed hands ; when men ſhall no longer 
pretend to vindicate the honor of God's word, by 
preſumptuous and impious additions to it: when 
they ſhall remember his denunciation againſt ſuch 
additions, ſhall ſincerely obey bim, love their 
brethren, and heartily wiſh well to the whole intel- 
ligent ( Creation. A time may come, ſooner than we 
are aware, when an honeſt ſpirit of enquiry ſhall 
no _— be dreaded but honeſtly encouraged by 
men; when good men ſhall no longer deſpair of 
ever — ſee a reformation of the Church of 
England, but ſhall actually ſee and rejoice in the 
bleſſed effects of it; when no learned writer's own 
hypochondriaſm * ſhall make him talk of .the hy- 
pocondriaſm of true Prophets, and when no blun- 
dering Advocate for a corrupt Church, ſhall 
wi t one of the chief of the Prophets 
N c wike 1 FRE The 


G eee ede of whes I hve ju binted at, I beg 
leave to refer the reader to the Memoirs of ſeveral Ladies of 


| Great Britain which I have refered to, n en 
works; © non f af 1 


© 4. The Rev. Mr. Allen in the firſt pagy of his oncharitable 


6? ana tos aca 


DEDICATION w 
The ſedate contemplation of ſuch 2 proſpect as 
this, even in futurity muſt needs, 1 ſhould think, 
apreeably to a Juſt remark of the preſent learned 
and ingenious Biſhop of St. Aſaph, give great plea- 2 
ſure to every benevolent and philoſophical mind.” 

That may do ſomething if poſſible, towards 
bringing on ſo glorious a change in the affairs of 
manking, I now offer myſelf (though I know, 
very well, that there are many worthy Clergymen 
in this kingdom at leaſt as capable as myſelf, and 
probably much more capable of doing it) as a man 
ready to give a ſufficient anſwer to any argument 
that the wit of the moſt crafty can make uſe of 
againſt a reformation of ourtyrannical, yet ſervile 
eſtabliſhed Church. This is no great boaſt, for 
fo many excellent and unanfwetable new produc- 
tions has this age and nation been fayored with in 
behalf of ſuch a reformation, that we may well ſay 

a great light thines upon the world, but many 
mighty men love darkneſs rather than light.” Why 
they do ſo, I preſume not to tell ther, but _ 


e givee een thx the Propher Iii 36 
an infolent man. Without doubt his Deiſtical Brethren whs 
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themſelves tojudge. One thing we muſt confeſs, 
that as perfection. dwells not here below, ſo * 
have not the leaſt reaſon to affure our countrymen, 
that they will ever be able to pare: their Chriſtian 
courſe any otherwiſe than by fai aith, before they 
quit their mortal habitations. But let us do che 
beſt we can, and then ſhall we have no other rea- 
ſon than- the natural weakneſs and infirmities of 
human nature to dread the meeting of our Judge. 
And may that Almighty and, All- powerful Being, 
who dwelkth in light unapproachable, whom, no 
man hath en vor. can ever fee whilſt living ip 
body of ficth and blood, make us 2 8 
feel chat no Frue happineſs i is to be found S in 
obedience to his commands. 3 

Lonce, 1 muſt confeſs, and probably long before 
pur Petition was thought of, entertained a ſtrong 
hope, > gs. the reaſonabſencls of the 12 


my own induftry ae cons alohe. But lav 
ing been long fince heartily gel and weary of com 
3 vith forms, which my conſcience 
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could by no means entirely approve of, I ſhall now 
think myſelf almoſt too happy, if I can, with the 
aid of hundreds earneſtly eſpouſing, and thouſands. 
it is to be hoped, favouring in their hearts the ſame 
eauſe, help to bring about, as ſoon as may reaſon» 
ably be expected, ſuch, a Reformation of our 
Church, as a due regard to their own honor and 
everlaſting happineſs, muſt needs call upon all men 
who underſtand what true religion is, to promote 
with great gel. 

So far am I from * myſelf as an enemy 
to our national Church, as ſome. would repreſent 
i;-Fot thus honeſtly pointing out ſome of its 
| grolfleft errors, that I conſider myſelf as one of its 
beft friends for fo doing. How can errors be a+ 
| mended, if people are not ſenſible of them? To 
view the affair in any other light, is to reaſon like 
the idolatrous king Ahab, whoſaid to the Prophet, 
Haſt thou found me, O mine enemy? It was a re, 
marke of che wiſe king Solomon, that he that hateth 
teproof, is s'brutifh” And what can be more juſt 
than St. Paul's expaſtulation with che Galatians; 
aim I therefore . OY 
42 ut 9112 It; TRL OY FHV f-2 21 
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what, I will venture to ſay, all the ſuperior Me 
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1 ſeems hard that we ſhould be obliged to en- 


treat for what we cannot help looking upon as our 


natural rights; for who can be injured by our 
ſincerity ? But whether we are miſtaken or not, I 
would wiſh your Lordſhi ip to conſider the propriety 
of a remark that appears to have been honeſtly de- 
ſigned, by your learned and ingenious brother the 
preſent biſhop of St. Aſaph, for the conſideration 


of our State Rulers. I do not chooſe to expreſs 


the thought exactly in his Lordſhip's own words; 
but this I am ſure I may truly ſay, They who have 
the heart to do good to their inferiors and depend- 
ents, may be always certain of a due reward; not 
always indeed from ungrateful men. But from their 
own conſciences, and from the infalible diſcerner of 
alt hearts, they will never fail of a due reward. - 
My Lord, I aſlæ pardon for being ſo tedious, ns 
preacking ſo long to you, the en * 
weine, and many other preachers. ALY 
If in any thing I have preßt — with 
too. much warmth, your Lordſhip it is to be hoped 
will make ſoine allowances for it, when. you con- 
fider the injuries I have ſuſtained by adhering to 


bers 


DEDICATION. xtix 


bers of your Cathedral Church in particular, and 
every ſound Divine in general knows to be the 
cauſe of truth. I have for the preſent at leaſt; 
and for ſometime paſt loſt more than half my ſmall 
income, for only venturing to deviate a little 
from our eſtabliſhed Liturgy, where it is well 
known, that the Liturgy is not agreeable to Scrip- 
ture. And though two Gentlemen, would have 
ſerved my Minor Canonry for me for a ſmall part 
of my pay, that was not admitted. And to make 
my puniſhment the more aggravating, no ſooner 
were two little pieces of preferment with-held from 
me, than they were augmented for the benefit of 
their receivers. | 

If any perſon can ſhew that I am under the leaſt 
miſtake with reſpe& to any thing advanced in this 
Pamphlet, I ſhall think myſelf obliged to him that 
will do it. 

It now therefore only remains to be ſeen, whe- 
ther your Lordſhip will eſtimate the claims which 
truth and the laws of the Goſpel make from you, 
by the reaſonableneſs of them, and that, to borrow 
a thought of the preſent biſhop of St. Aſaph, is all 
we ought to deſire, or do deſire; or, whether you 

will 


= 
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will only have recourſe to ungodly charters and 
| wicked human laws. But that your Lordſhip may 
determine upon this Petition and Remonſtrance of 
it mine, in ſuch a manner as you may be able to re- 
view with pleaſure when you find yourſelf ready to 
depart this world, is the hearty prayer of, 


My LORD, 


Your Lordfhip's very dutiful 
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Preface to che following Letters, many of my 


orʒthodox Brethren, as they call themſelves, would 


think I had faid enough of all conſcience without 


one, Indeed, could they have an opportunity to 
read the reſt of this work alone, the ſhaking of the 
pillars of their Orthodoxy, ſo much as 1 am apt to 
think that 1 have done, might well take off their ap- 
F For any more of ſuch dodtrines, And yet it 
is probable | that even they would be glad to diſ- 
Cover What 1, to indulge their ſpleen a little, will 
ſpeedily inform them of. It! may ſeem a little 
ſtrange chat the two following Letters ſhould ap- 
Pear to have been written ſo long, ſhould ſeem t to 


have been deſigned for immediate publication, and' 


"ſhould not be publiſhed till this day, but ould be 


" PUblibet at laſt, Now that the malice of our 


ſelf 
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ſelf. dubbed Orthodox Brethren may have a little 
conſolation for this violent attack upon, and in my 
humble opinion I confeſs, for this ſad overthrow 
of their Orthodoxy, this deplorable ſurprizal of 
their Bel -and the Dragon, I will own. to them, 
that I have been a little diſappointed, or the two 
following Letters would have been publiſhed much 
ſooner. Whether thoſe of the London Bookſellers 
to whom, as I have underſtood, they were offered, 
were told that I expected a premium for the copy 
of them or not, I cannot. tell. This I lincerely 
confeſs, that I took much greater pains about the 
ſecond of them, than the reader will probably i ima- 
gine, and therefore could by no means eg help 
expecting a reward for the copy of it. And con- 
ſequentiy I muſt own, that my friend Dr. Dawſon' 8 
anſwer to that, as well as the firſt, was a, little mot- 
i tifying to me, when he only told me chat he himſelf 
was really mortified at the reception my well in- 
tentioned Manuſeripts met with from che Bookſellers, 
and that the public papers would not receive them 
7 becauſe they were of ſuch a conſiderable length. 
"The reader, I hope, will not form his judgment 
or chem from this circumflance, but from the force 
| | bo 


P.R.E F ACE xxxii 


» # * 


or invalidity of the arguments they contain. The 
ſubject is confeſſedly of very great importance. But 
if the arguments that I have propoſed relating to 
it are weak and inconcluſive; then ſhall I probably 
be judged to deſerve pity only, if not contempt, for 
meddling with a ſubject abſolutely beyond the reach 
of my underſtanding, Of this I only wiſh my 
readers tojudge for themſelves. And then, I con- 
fels, 1 have very little fear of the verditt they will 
give. For truth, as an ingenious advocate for 
our Petition has obſerved i is the obje of our en- 
quiry. And though for a long time I bad not the 
reſolution to run the riſk of publiſhing the two 
following Letters only at my own expence, and 
my friend Dr. Dayſon had informed me, that it 
would exceed their finances to publiſh the various 
papers that had been ſeat them by well-diſpoſed 

perſans, he was ſo kind. as to ſay, like myſelf; yet 
at laſt, for the ſake of truth, I profeſs, to have de- 
termined to run that riſk with a Pamphlet ſo much 
longer as the preſent. is, chan thoſe Letters only 
would: have made. If I did not conſider the cauſe 
of he Peritioners.8s the cauſe of truth and ſinceri- | 
ty, iLwould.not wiſh chat it ſhould be attended to; 

| b | but 
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but being ve ery confident that fo 1 it is, I have no 
doubt but! it muſt and will prevail at laſt. When 


truck. docs not oppoſe either their intereſt or their 


. * 


view bY 5 would think that the euft nceſſrly be 
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haye long confi dered as the cauſe of truth, Juſtice, 
charity, and ſincerity; yet it gives me great Plea- 
ſure, that I have written what 1 have written, in 
behalf, o or I am greatly deceived, of all thoſe in- 


ts Dr 


eſtimable Virtues. With ref peat to the event of 
this Performance, and whatſoever elſe | is in my 
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power to do, may God's will be done. He can 
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will nothing bur what is right, and that right and 


* 


truth may take place i is all that I deſire. 


XY 
#2: 


He , in my opinion, muſt be a very ſimple man, 
who can think of defending falſe: doctrine againſt 
the 2 et this age and nation. Adventurous 
a3 perhaps Tam, I have no ſuch hope, I am very 
certain, . The 5 province of controverſy on ſuch a 
ſubject as I have ventured to write upon, has moſt 


certainly ſorhe very difagreeable circumſtances be- 
longing 
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longing to it, the worſt of which, as I think, are 
theſe, the danger of ſpoiling a man's temper, and 
of occaſioning animoſity ſometimes betwixt neigh- | 
bours and well-meaning men. - If we are not in 


earneſt, we had better not write at all upon a ſe- 
rious ſubject, and if we are, we are in great danger | 
of writing in ſuch a ſtile as we may. afterwards re. 


pent of. Be this as it will, before Lconclude this 
Preface, I ſhall beg leave to give a hint or, two, to 
the Vice Principal of Magdalen Tall. in the 
Univerſity of Oxford. | hors 
' Suppoſe Mr. Allen, when you wpubliſh, the n next 
edition of your Sermons againſt the Petitioners, in 
order to prove the corruption of human nature, 
which, according to your account, is al ſufficient rea- 
ſon why a very conſiderable number, of merely hu- 
man Aries of faith; ſhould be added, to the dwive, 


9 44 


of your own vonder. "Suppoſe you was to AA 3 
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though Jeſus Chriſt ſtrictiy inculcated humility, 
both by example and by precept, as the beſt 


1 


PT, 


ww 


foundation for all other virtues, t hovgh he cot m. g 


e 


manded. his. own.: diſciples: to call no man their 
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father oed the earth, nor yet to de called 
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themſelves Rabbi, or Maſter, that is, neither to 


uſurp over others, nor to ſubmit chemſelves to any | 


authority wharſoever againſt the dictates of their 
conſciences: though in obedience to this doctrine 
and theſe commands, St. Peter and St. Paul both 
diſclaimed all uſurpation over the faith of Chriſ- 
tians, yet that the men of our order, who profeſs 


to be che diſciples of the lowly Jefus, have generally 


been either proud oppreſfors themſtlves, or be- 
trayers of theit allegiance et 
advocates for oppreſſian. 

Let us admit, Mr. Allen, cine rien in ü 
are far from being the rational creatures that they 
would willingly be taken for; that inſtead of firid. 
ly attending to the diftares of reaſon and conſcience, 
and preferring the public, and their own future in · 
tereſt, as the laws of the Goſpel of God, dehrered 
by that glorious perfon, whom, for extraordinary 
reaſons, he vouchſaftd to call his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


requirethey ſhoulddobefore allotherrhings, they ave 
generally enſlaved to vicious cuſtotts and vile eu- 


amples. Let üs ddinit, that to uſe the langusge of 
that not theleſs excellent becauſe diſenting Preacher 


Dr. Folter, the balk of mankind ue very Bought- 


leſs 
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leſs andvery raſh, that they aregiddy, headftrong and 
inconfidetate; that the moſt valuable endowment. 
of mankind, and the beſt of all the gifts. of God to 
mortal man, reaſon and che revelation af the goſpel 
of JeſusChriſt, are for the moſt part groſaly negle&- 
ed and unattended toeven by the profeſſæd Preachers 
of ſo divine a ſyſtem, that you yourſelf in your ad- 
dreſs to the members of our eſtabliſhed Church ſeem 
determined tofollow that exhortation of the rebellious 
Nu who are repreſented as ſaying totheir Prophets, 
Iſaiah xxx. 10. Prophecy not unto. ws right things, 
ſpeak inn us ſmooth things, prophecy deceits, 

- What: will you- infer from all this? Will you 
infer that: no men ſhould be admitted to Preach the 
Goſpel who have a high notion of the principles of 
God's creation in man, who think men capable, if 
they are not wanting eo themſelves, of attaining 
do very great degrees of perfection, and that one of 
the maſt proper methods of ſtirring men up to ſuch 
 ataigkmenas, is O pur them in mind of the gene- 
rout principles in their conſtitution,” and of the 
apparemly bengvelent. deſign of the Author of 
Nature, in beſtowing on them thats principles? 
— W898 . 8880 
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with which you have been accuſtomed to preach 
againſt Difſenters, and though your zeal againſt 
ſuch men as you doubtleſs call Schiſmatics, has 
perhaps been greater than your zeal againſt immo- 
T. ality i in ſuch men as yourſelf, who have the aſſur- 
ance to call themſelves Orthodox, I am unwilling 
to believe, though like many others of your 
rethren, you ſeem not well to know what manner” 
of Hiri you. are of,” that upon ſecond-thoughts, you 
would wiſh to exchide «ll ſuch men as I have been 
ſpeaking of, from the pulpits of our eſtabliſhed! 
Church, that Church, which as a ſhrewd--Papiſt\ 
once obſerved to me, is ſowell or rather I would diy. 
0 ſtrongly ſupported by a ſtanding army wid: 
penal] laws. Indeed Mr. Allen if you had it botk 
in your power and in your inclination to exclude 
all men who differ in opinion from you about the: 
doitrines of the Chriſtian religion, from preaching: 
in our eſtabliſhed Church, there would be a great 
ſcarcity of ſcribblers againſt the Petitioners I af- 
fure 3 Jou. And till you « Can prove your title to in 


fallibiliry, which not even the aſſurance” of yer 


orthodoxy, ) as 1 truſt, will ſet you uponatterapting;” 


all on * ſophiſtry of your- lately printed 
Ser- 
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Sermon, wlüch it ſeems' was preached before the 
Univerſity of Oxford, with conſiderate / men with 
paſs for Juſt nothing, or at beſt, for a little more: 
moderate effuſion of your violent ſpirit than uſual. 
That you may not complain of - my: miſrepreſent 
ing you in the preceding Dedication, and that all 
the readers of this Pamphlet may be capableof judg- 
ing whether I have miſrepreſeined you or not, I 
will lay before them your own, in my humble 
opinion, very blameable expreſſion in the firſt Period 
of your Sermon. Tou there tell us, that in the 
ſecond Pſalm, a larger Aſſociation than that which 
is inſulted in ybur text, (which yet is taken out of 
tlie Evangelical Prophet m. is branded and 
pronounced to be unſucceſsful. - doivr 26d) 

Would any man; but ſuch — as N Alen 
have expreſſed himſelf in ſuch an inſolent manner, 
and eſpecially in defence of ſuch a cauſe! For 
ſhame, fir, leave off your complaints of the treat- 
ment of our church, only becauſe the Governors 
of it are entreated to admit of a Reformation of it. 
If you have no other way to do it, learn the merits 
of che Petitioners from their writings. They are not 
too . be Jerry for what they can not juſtify: 

£m i | And, 


Ile uu. that I may peak more ixetly to m 
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Au, not to heſtom more time upon your Sermon 
than it is worth. let me only leave with you ano- 
more likely to- heſriend vou, chan he now ig. Rut 


waders, ꝶ6— — at * ar lie 
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Dr. Jurtin has 1 * . badet with 
— to the xighit meched ef dealing wich Dillon 
my Brabtcn and propagating the Geſpel & our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Ohriſt; in che two laſt Va- 
bames of is Remarks an Eecbſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
that with two extracts from thoſe 3 
beg leareto conchade this Preface.:: + 

_ Evagrius was agreat advorate n | 
on account.of differance af apinion with aalpet 19 
che doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion. And yet 


N dm, Cuclizacdoſpirable mch i2s be was, be 


nevertheleſs rhoughr Bf to allow, hu not one of | 
* thaſomhn have: ſtarted herefies amongſt Chriſ- 
« tum md haveifatien into errors, had any deſign 
* of a ani! inſuking the divine 


ma- 


PERF ACK: xl 
« majeſty c but in reality, each of theſe perſons ,, 
thought that he expreſſed. himſelf. better than 
« thoſe who had been. before him. And as to the 
« | principal: and fundamental parts of faith, ſays he, 
ve are all of one accord.” The reader will cafily - 
believe, that our Ancient Orator was then arguing - 
againſt infidels, But upon reflecting on theſe con- 
ceſſions of his, Dr. Jortin breaks out into the fol- 
lowing very pertinent Apaſtrophe. Out of thy 
4  awri mouth ſhalt thou be judged; for if Chriſtians 
may err bons ide, and with the moſt upright in- 
« tentions, and if this was generally the caſe of 
« heretics, the conſequence is very clear, that 
« Chriſtians ought not to treat one another as dogs, 
« devils and Iſcariots, for mere miſtakes in opi- 
nion, nor invent and enlarge unſcriptural and 
< metaphyſical confeſſions of faith, on purpoſe to 


<« diſtreſs and exclude ſuch perſons, nor paſs a ſen- 
<* tence of anathernatiſm and damnation upon 


them.“ See Jortin's Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical 
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Hiſtory, Vol. IV. p. 275, 276. 4 1 
In the fifth Volume of his Remarks, page 460, 1 
the ſame learned Doctor, agreeably to a ſupgoſition 1 
in the gthand 10th pages of the following work, and 9 
8 c to # 
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to che ſentiments of dhe juftly erlebrated Dr. Foſter, 
of che Aijthor df che Qeries weh tegard to to che 39 
Artieles, and of various cher writers, and probably 
of · all the miſt Julb ous Chriſtians, makes the fol- 
loving juſt confeffion. 1 Toy the plain truth, 
« Chriſtians in general Jeum not to de perfectly 
« -qualifie&for this undlertäkeing  Siz: for convert- 
ing infidels,* nor will be fo, „en rietaphyRedt-and 
« Kholaſtic@ Divinity Selther (ſeared früm tte 
« Chiiſtii I item, or ut ze fr is ile ved Hot to'Be 
« . effential xo Chriſtiarey, nor neeoſſary e de. 
ceived 28 eee oe 
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AQs iv. 19. 


But Peter and John anſwer- 
| edandfaidunto them, Whether 
it be right in the ſight of God, 

to hearken unto vou more 


than unto GOD, judge ye. 
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On the SUBJECT of | 
SUBSCRIPTION, &c. 


L. ET TEU þ 
To Da. Dee n, 


Wart SIR, WixcazesTes Jan. zoth, 1772. 
GREEABLYto your advice and 
direction, I now ſend you with this, 
another Letter, which was deſigned to be 
ſent to the Committee appointedtodraw up 2 Petition 
to Parkament for relief in the caſe of Subſcription to 
the Liturgy and 39 Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, about the time of their ſecond general meet- 
ing. But not knowing well, at that time, how to 
direct that Letter properly; becauſe the Second 
general meeting was paſt, on. which account, I 
knew not how to -tranſmit it to them in ſeaſon, 


nor, in ſnort, how, by the common conveyance. 
of a. poſt. - office, they might ſecurely; receive 
it at all; and finding alſo that a third general 


B meeting 


2 1 
meeting was appointed on the 11th of this 
month, I determined to keep it by me till that time, 
when I might both have an opportunity of ſub- 
ſcribing my Name to their Petition, and might 
alſo ſubmit the Letter itſelf to the judgment of 
ſome at leaſt of the learned members of the ſame 
ſociety, of which the Commutee are Members, by 
whoſe judgment I thought it proper to be deter- 
mined with reſpect to the ufe that was to be made 


of what I had written; for I confeſs I had, for 
ſome time entertained a deſign of ſubmitting my 


thoughts on the ſubject of requiring Subſcription ; 
to merely Human Articles of faith, among Chrif- 
tians and Proteſtants, to the examination of the 
public. In conſequence of that deſign, having 
read what 1 had written to ſome of the learned 
Gentlemen above mentioned, they were of opinion 
that with ſome trifling alterations, where they 
thought T had expreſſed myſelf rather too ſeverely, 
it might be of ſome ſervice to the cauſe of truth, 
and religious freedom; that cauſe which all of us 
have taken upon us to maintain, and ſhall main- 
tain in the beſt manner we can, as I truſt to the 
end of our lives, whether we obtain ſucceſs to 

POS | It 
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it or not. With the ſame hope of promoting 
in ſome degree the excellent deſign of the Petition, 
I tranſmit the above-mentioned Letter to you, Sir, as 
to a Gentleman of whoſe unmerited favour, Ihave 
received a very agreeable proof, with full power 
to make what reaſonable alterations in it you pleaſe, 
and to publiſh it in what manner you think proper. 
I have read with great pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 


the book you was ſo kind to give me, on the 


12th of this month, which claims for its Editor; 
and in a great meaſure for its Author alſo, your 
worthy Brother, being entitled, Free Thoughts 
< on the Subject of a farther Reformation of the 
Church of England.” And without flattery I 


- ſincerely profeſs, that for my part, I know not which 
to admire moſt, the learning, judgment, and can- 


dour, ſo conſpicuous throughout that work, in 
the ſummary view of the laws relating to Subſcrip- 
tions, in the Propoſals of the Society; in the re- 
marks of Dr. Dawſon, and in the original work 
which he has commented upon, or the weakneſs 
and ſeurrility of moſt; and the ſophiſtry of all the 
Pamphlets that I have ſinwhicliafonricen * 


us, and our cauſe. {ts 314 - | 
B 2 Though 


Ii. 


q 
2 
} 


4 UETTEWV 1: 


Though in my opinion the tracts above men- 
tioned contain a ſufficient anſwer to all that can 
reaſonably be ſaid againſt our Petition, yet that our 
Adverſaries may not triumph in the vain imagina- 
tion, that their frothy productions either have not 
been, or cannot be fairly anſwered, I propoſe, if it 
ſhall pleaſe God to grant me health and leiſure, to 
give a particular anſwer to ſome of them myſelf. 

Upon the whole, I am glad to inform you, as I think 


Ihad it from pretty good hands, that the Biſhop of 
this Dioceſe does not intend to concern himſelf 


about the ſucceſs of our Petition, one way or the 
other. If this be the general way of thinking 


amongſt our Biſhops, as ſome others of them we 


know wiſh well to our cauſe, and it is reported bere 
that our preſent Prime Miniſter, Lord North, is a 
favourer of it, it is to be hoped that no | equally 
ſtrong and unreaſonable oppoſition will e 
the ſucceſs of our good intentions. err; 

It is hard thatwe ſhould be obliged to latter our- 
ſelves only with ſuch uncertain ſuppoſitions on 
this ſubject. Bur it is not ar all ſurpriſing; that 


we ſhould be glad to lay hold of any thing, which 


looks wath a favourable NO to the ſucceſs of a 


cauſe 
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cauſe in which not mercy alone, (whoſe plea I. 

apprehend would ſtand very little chance of being 
heard, amidſt the clamours of our bigotted Bre- 
thren) but juſtice itſelf is greatly concerned to do 
right, not only to us, but to all thoſe eſpecially, 
who have beſtowed their time and ſubſtance, inpre- 
paratory exerciſes for, or in the execution alſo of, 
the moſt uſeful employments in life. It is alſo an 
act of juſtice due to the People every where, that 
all their Miniſters ſhould: be permitted to preach 
without any reſtraint, what they take to be the 
true doctrines of the Goſpel, ſo long as they do not 
encourage any kind of commotion or diſturbance in 
the State; and eſpeciallywhile they are willing to allow 
to others the ſame liberty of interpreting Scripture, 


vhich they think proper to aſſume themſelves. And 


it is certain that every good Clergyman, will be ſo 
far from encouraging any ſeditious practices or vio- 
lent meaſulłs that on the contrary, he will endea- 
vour to promote peace and goodwill amongſt all 
mankind. Yet I ſcruple not to ſay, that peace 
itſelf is not to be fought after by a perpetual ſacri- 
fice of religious truths. Our Saviour has told us, 
that whoſcever ſball be aſbamed of bim, and f 
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bis words, of bim ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, 
toben be ball come in his | own Glory, and in bis Fa- 
thers, and of the boly Angels. (Luke ix. 26.) 
I would wiſh to recommend it alſo to the conſi- 
deration of our Legiſlators, that ſo far are they from 
having a right to require profeſſions of faith from 
us, relating to the doctrines of Scripture, which 
are not expreſſed in the words of Scripture; ſuch, 
as to ſay no worſe of them, is the caſe with re- 
ſpect to our Articles, that they have no other 
concern with our Public Doctrines, than only to 
take care that we neglect not the inſtruction of 
our Flocks, that we have all due liberty allowed 


us, and at the ſame time, that we be permitted 
do preach or teach nothing either manifeſtly con- 
trary to the intereſt of a Government, both in 


Church or State; which I am well convinced, we 
are all ſincerely and heartily diſpoſed to ſupport, as 
far as lies in our power, or derogatory to the hon- 
our, either of the Supreme Being, or of that other 
excellent Being as a Law-giver, who is appointed 
by the Moſt High, to be the Judge of the greateſt 
Potentates, as well as of us. Though I entertain a 


much higher opinion concerning the perſon and 


dignity 
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dignityof ourBleſſedSaviour,thani is profeſſed bythoſe 
Chriſtians whom we call | Socinians, yet asfar as Ican 
Judge, no differenceof opinion or profeſſion amongſt 
Chriſtians concerning either, ſhould be ſubje& to the 
juriſdiction of other Chriſtians; and to ſpeak freely, 
amidſt the various excellencies of our Conſtitution 
in Church and State, certainly this ought not to 
be reckoned one of them, that our Legiſlators have 
thought proper to inſtruct us themſelves, in that 
Religion, which it is our proper buſineſs to inſtruct 
them in, as well as the reſt of qur fellow - creatures. 
But I now haſten to conclude this tedious i e | 
duction to another long Letter. . | 

You will therefore be ſo at. 
what you propoſe to do with the papers I trouble 
you with, and then it will certainly be right, that - 
the name of ſo unexperienced a Seribbler, ſhould be 
. as that of, 
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To the CommirTTE E, appointed to draw up a 


; Petition to Parliament, for Relief, Gc. 


Worthy SI RS, 
HOPE you vill excuſe an addreſs to you, 
from one who greatly approves of your de- 
ſign, though he has not the happineſs to be known 
to, or acquainted with your perſons; for to ſpeak 
freely, having ever ſince I was a tolerable judge 
of the matter, and ſuch an one, I hope, I may 
ſay without vanity,” I have long endeavoured to 
make myſelf, notwithſtanding the diſcouragement, 
which'the Subſcription we have ſo much reaſon to 
complain of, undoubtedly gives to freedom of En- 
quiry; having I ſay, long conſidered that Subſcrip- 
tion, as inconſiſtent with the Liberty we have a 
right to, both according to the dictates of Nature 
and the Goſpel of our Bleſſed Sayiour and Redeem- 
er, and one of the Creeds appointed to be read in 
our Churches, whilſt the others are by no meuns 
unexceptionable, as a diſgrace to our eſtabliſhed 
Church, to the Kingdom, and indeed even to hu- 
man nature itſelf, not to mention at preſent any 
Rt 2" other 
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other reprehenſible parts of our Liturgy, it has 
always given me pleaſure, when I have either read, 
or from the little attention which ſuch ſubjects 


generally obtain from the public; ; when I have 


heard 'of any thing that was publiſhed or done, 
which appeared to be favourable to the cauſe of 
religious freedom, which I look upon as' the ſame - 
with that of truth and uncorrupted Chriſtianity. 
Of this kind, is that alteration of the Liturgy,” 
which I am told a certain Clergyman in this king 
dom makes uſe of in his own Church. His deter- 
mination I admire, though I do not at preſent chuſe 
to imitate it. And if 1 know my own heart, with - 
all its faults and follies, I have long more ardently 
wiſhed for a reformation of our common' Liturgy, / 
together with an abolition of that yoke of Popiſn 


Slavery, which requires unſeriptural Subſcriptions, 


than for any other thing in the world. But no 
ſingle man can do much towards obtaining ſo great 


and ſo general a dleſſing, of how much conſequence 


ſoever it might prove; even though it ſhould prove 
an introductory ſtep to that bleſſed and glorious time, 
when according to the prediction of the Prophet - 
Zechariah, over all the earth there ſhall be but one 

h Lord, 
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Lord, and his name one; when the Pagan Na- 
tions themſelyes, together with the Mabometans 
and Jews, being converted to a ſincere belief of 
Chriſtianity, ſhall believe in one only Supreme God, 
whilſt they alſo acknowledge the only Mediator 
between God and man: (See Tim. ii. 5.) in other 
words when, in the language of the ſame Apoſtle, 
juſt referred to, the Fuineſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in, 
and all Ijreel ſball be ſaved. That ſuch a reformation 
amongſt ourſelves, ſuch a reduction of our eſtab- 
liſhed dodtrines to the ſtandard of reaſon and primi-. 
tive Chriſtianity, may nat greatly conduce to bring 
about that more general converfion of the world, 
no man can affirm. To me it ſeems not at all im- 
probable. Be that as it will, it is poſſible, though I 
hope, and am inclined to believe, that is not the 
caſe, there may be more Bigets, (they muſt ex- 
cuſe the term) I mean more zealous Advocates. 
far abſurd, becauſe long received doctrines, even 
amongſt our Brethren the Clergy, than there max 
be men, who have confidence enough to endeavour - 
to ſee with their own eyes, as well as to ſpeak 
what appears to them to be true. And I am alſo 


afraid, that there are not many of us; but of that 
| | you 
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you are better judges, who haye zeal enough in the 
cauſe of truth and religious freedom, to do much 
towards the furtherance of ſuch a public reforma- 
tion amongſt us, as wiſe men wiſh for: but I am 
ſure there art more amongſt the Clergy of my 
acquaintance, who would rejoice at ſuch an unre- 
ſtrained Liberty of prophecying, as. has long ſince 


been ſo well and honeſtly pleaded for by an excel · 
lent Biſhop of our Church, eyen the good old 


Jeremy Taylor, (though according to my judg- 
ment, with ſome unreaſonable. and inconſiſtent. 
limitations) than there are men who would d 
or grieve at its eſtabliſhments. - _ | 

It is certainly a great bleſſing, that we are ry far 
freed from the Popiſh Spirit of perſecution, that no 
man now, L believe, runs any riſkof ſuffering the fate 
for unpopular doctrines, which one Bartholomew, 
Legatt in, particular, and ſeveral others mentioned 
by Mr. Lock, in a letter to Limborch, as welt 
as by ſeveral other writers, have ſuffered in this 
kingdom long fince the partial reformation, which 
aur anceſtors made from the errors of the Church 5 
of Rome. Nor are we required to ſwear that v 
believe all our thirty- nine Articles, much leſs, that 


we 
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we will perſevere in our approbation of them all our | 


lives long, which yet] will confeſs, if our adverſa- 
ries think they can turn the confeſſion at all to their 
own advantage, would be a piece of tyranny, not 
without example, even amongſt nominal Proteſtants : 
for two decrees requiring oaths to be taken of the very 
ſame nature with that mentioned above, have been 
made by profeſſed Proteſtants in France, as we are in- 


formed by Dr. Jortin, in his over modeſt yet excellent 


Preface to his equally excellent remarks on Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory. * Yet is it nevertheleſs a great 


hardſhip that in order to ſerve God by preaching . 


his word in our eſtabliſhed Church, we muſt ſub- 
ſcribe to Articles, which few young men, when 
they firft enter into orders, have had time to ex- 
amine with any tolerable degree of accuracy; for 


ſurely the reading of Rogers and Welchman will 


not be called a ſufficient examination of them. It 


may * ſaid perhaps, that ſuch men as are not 


85 Kaige hare been added that a mandatorial letter was 
ſent to the Univerſity of Cambridge, in the year 1753, re- 
quiring an oath much like thoſe mentioned above, to be 
taken by all Candidates for a degree in Divinity, or in Arts. 


See Free Thoughts, on the ſubject of a ener Reformation dc. 
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maſters of the ſeveral ſubjefts, ſo dogmatically 


decided upon in the Thirty-nine Articles, are not 


fit to enter into orders at all. To this, if it would not 
be too great an affront to our Adverlaries, one 
might reply, that at that rate it is probable, that 
the greater part of them, would neyer be fit to 
enter into orders during their whole lives, eſpeci- 


ally while Subſcription to thoſe Thirty- nine Ar- 


ticles continues to be required. But further 1 
anſwer, that though I believe I entertain as high 
a notion as moſt men of the qualifications neceſ- 
ſary for a good preacher of the Goſpel, yet I think 


we may very ſafely deny any ſuch poſitive afſertion 
as this, expreſſed without limitation : for a man 


may have a great ſhare of moral (which 1 hope 
will be allowed to be a very uſeful, though not 
perhaps ſeparately conſidered, the moſt uſeful kind 
of knowledge,) and be in every reſpect well qua- 
lifed for making a great proficiency in the ſtudy 


of divinity, and yet be very Ignorant « of thoſe airy 
Theological Syſtems, which have been invented to 


ſupport every merely bumen Article of F ach. 50 


If about che time chat we think of entering in- 


10 orders, our own reaſon alone, that candle 7 the Lord 
: 4ohich 


+ U E r T ER H 
which he has lighted up in the brealt of every 
man who is at all fit for any ſuch office, to enable 
him to diſtinguiſh truth from falſchovd, and good 
from evil: if that I ſay, or any kind of inftrudion 
whatſoever ſhould lead us to difapprove of Sub- 
ſcription to any of the Articles of our Church, we 
muſt nevertheleſs ſubſcribe to them all, or, beſides 
incurring the cenſure of ſhewing the greateſt con- 
ceit andatrogance, at the ſame time beyond all diſ- 
pute forſake the way of life we have been bred to, 
and would probably prefer very much before all 
others; the doing which, unleſs we are in better 
circumſtance than moſt Ctergymen : are bleſt with, 
is forfeiting what we have been taught to depend 
upon, as our only though a very ſufficient and hon- 
ourable method of ſupport, and further the ſpeaks 


ing againſt any of our Articles ſubject us to 
Entence of excommunication. No very moderate 
| puniſhments | to be fire; but theſe are not 

che only conſiderations likely to withold even 4 

good } young "man. from acting up to che ſevere _ 
dictates of his = ſcience, and the ſtriet preceprs 

of Chriſtian mor: ality, by refuſing to Sübferlbe to 

the vain dodtrines of mere ine. 1. He hiſt by ſuch / 


apparent 
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apparent obſtinacy, cut himſelf off from the moſt 


likely opportunities of inſtructing a C hurch i in the 
more pure doctrines of the Goſpel, to which as the 
eſtabliſhed Church of his own nation, a good man 


cannot avoid ſincerely wiſhing well. The exam- 


ples of wiſe and good men alſo, who have been 


known to comply with the ſame impoſition upon 
conſcience, though they afterwards expreſſed their 
diſapprobation of it, the good qualities of many 
of our neighbours, and the regard we have for 
them, theſe things conſidered together, are very 
ſtrong ties upon a modeſt man not to forſake 4 
Church, which notwithſtanding what he may 
eſteem its eſtabliſhed errors, has contained and 
{till contains lo many worthy men, and amongſt 


them perhaps, almoſt all thoſe that he has the 


greateſt value for of any men in the world. 1 


forbear to enlarge « on the influence which our pa- 


rents naturally have over us, eſpecially in our 


earlier years, and the uſe which any one may 


reaſonably ſuppoſe they will generally i make of that 


influence, in the cauſe under conſideration, who | 
have diftined us to a particular courſe of life from 
our r infancy. This we mult acknowledge is not 4 


conſider- 


. 


conſideration applicable to the caſe of all, who 
have with regret been prevailed upon to bow down 
to the e Leviathan of ſinfully eſtabliſhed Þu- 
man authority, where the divine only ought to 
prevail. But I am perſuaded that even Dr. B----y, 
notwithſtanding the ſeverity of his reflections on 
ſuch humble Jinners as we are, who are ready to 
acknowledge that wwe have heretofore ſubſcribed, 
to ſome at leaſt very doubtful doctrines of erg 
men, (having, as he obſerves, 10 pretence to in- 
ſpiration) rather than we would wage war with his 
| good Mather the national Church, to whom he is ſo 
du ul, and well beloved A Son, have ſome- 


times condeſcended to ſay what her Ladiſbip re- 
quired us to ſay, though perhaps at the ſame time, 


we bad ſome doubts that the ſteer tempered old | 


Lady, did not always ſpeak what was ftriftly right 


or true. If notwithſtanding this reſignation . of 
our own underſtandings, upon the ſtricteſt exa- 


mination, we find that we have ſubſcribed to 
unſeriptural, chat is in other words, to any fall 
on even doubtful doftrines, we have a ſufficient 


reaſon to endeavour by all juſtifiable methods, to 


be releaſed from ar any boch obligation to contradict 
our 


A 


n 
: 
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their own ſentiments for the future: for ſurely 
one error, in complying with an unreaſonable 
command, is no goed argument for continuing to 
ſubmittoeccleſiaſtical tyranny ; eſpecially, when we 
are ſtill more ſtrongly convinced of i its unreaſonable. 
neſs and iniquity. When therefore Dr. B----y, and his 


more proudly arrayed, and lordly Friend, the mighty 


Prelate of G-------r, either in order to Juſtify 
their former ſome what ſervile ſubmiſſion to her 
commands, or with a deſign to give a freſh in- 
ſtance of their devotion, and implicit ſubmiſſion 
to the injunctions of the ſame infirm, but very 
prudent old Lady, who has many rich boons to 
beſtow on ſuch dutiful and obedient Children, 
having, as they ſay, diſcovered the neceſſity of her 


conſenting to, and courting the ſtricteſt alliance 


with a mighty earthly matter called the State, who 
has indeed been very bountiful and complaiſant to 


her, and not very niggardly i in his tokens of good- 
will towards them, when theſe our wonderfully 


learned, and quick-Highted Brethren, take it upon 


them to ſay in effect, that their good Mother the 
| Church of England, ſhould not truſt to the mar- 


riage 2 of her heavenly Maſter, delivered 
C 13 
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in che New Teſtament, as if they doubted the 
proofs of her claim to the title of a true Church 
of his, we muſt beg leave to remind them, that if 
ſhe be not a true C hurch of Chriſt, ſhe deſerves 7 
not that countenance of the Magiſtrate, which they 
think fit to plead for, and if the be the promiſe 
of her heavenly Maſter alone, that the gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt his Church, is a 
ſufficient ſecurity for her ſupport, without requir- 
ing all her Teachers in particular, to profeſs ſo 


many doubtful, not to ſay abſurd Articles of Faith, 


which it is morally impoſſible that they ſhould 


all belicye. But if the Faith of theſe great Pillars 
of modern Orthodoxy Dr. B---y and the Biſhop of 
G-------r, is not ſtrong enough, or their Pru- 
dence too great to truſt in that ſecurity alone; let 
them conſider, that our chief Magiſtrates, can do 
nothing more effectual towards the ſupport of un- 


corrupted Chriſtianity, than by appointing a hand- 


ſome maintenance for its profeſſed Teachers, who 


are qualified for the office, both with reſpect to 


their learning and morals, (for after all, they 
cannot know the hearts of other men, Ty more 


than of Dr. B----y, or of the Biſhop of G 2 
and 


. 2 
* 
* * — 
* 
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and by taking care, that ho profeſſed Chriſtians 
whatſoever, under their juriſdiction, be permitted 


to perſecute, or in any reſpect, to oppreſs any 
other profeſſed Chriſtians; oh account of any tenets 
which do not affect the ſafety of the State. Theright 
of private judgment, cannot be taken from any 
man; nor can any pretence to ſuch a right, really 
give a right toany man or body of men, to oppreſs, or 
injure another, As Popery indecdappears to be incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſafety of every Proteſtant ſtate, it is, 
without doubt very neceſſary, that effectual me- 
thods ſhould be taken, if poſſible, to keep Papiſts 
from officiating i in our Churches. But what ten- 
| dency have many, and eſpecially the moſt exception- 
able of our Articles to do this? Perfect uniformi- 
ty, either in opinions, or doctrines, is not to be 
found amongſt the Papiſts themſelves, and there- 
fore there is no doubt, but they might diſagree 
about the truth of ſome of the Articles which we 
ſhould object to, but it is again as little to be doubt- 
ed, that the greater part, at leaſt, of the Papiſts 
themſelves would as readily ſubſcribe to thoſe Ar- 
ticles we ſhould moſt object to, as they would to 
the decrees of the Council of Trent. 
e C 2 What 


r 


What has been ſaid may ſerve to ſhew, that 
though the Magiſtrate ought not to interfere at all, 
in ſupport of ſubſcriptions to any merely human 
Articles of Faith, and though no ſuch ſubſcrip- 
tion ought to be required of any man, yet it is 
not to be expected, but that the greater part, even | 
of thoſe, who, though they have been bred in 
our Univerſities, diſlike the ſubſcription we com- 
plain of, will ſubmit tb it, whilſt it is required 
under. ſuch ſevere penalties, as it is at preſent. 
And though a man may determine upon remon- 
ſtrating againſt ſuch an impoſition, when he may 
judge his more advanced years, and greater learn- 
ing, likely to give greater weight to his remon- 
ſtrances, yet, I believe, in the preſent ftate of 
things, fe young men, at their firſt ſetting out 
in life, can reaſonably be expected, without ſome 
external encouragement, to refuſe ſubſcription, 
though by complying with it, they wound their 
own Souls. It is poſſible alſo, that the intereſt of 
their deareſt friends, which they prefer even to 
their own, may be concerned in their compliance. 
But yet in the mean time, what a wound muſt a 
=, ſubſcription 
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3 
ſubſcription to doctrines he diſbelieyes, give to 
the conſcience of a good man? Wich reſpect 10 | 
myſelf, if that be worth any one 5 conſideration, 
though conſcious of many failings, J.am not I 
confeſs paſt feeling the meanneſs, of thus in \ ſome 
| meaſure betraying my own foul. Can he talk of 
religion with pleaſure, who has found i; it the cauſe 
of his greateſt pain ? Whenever he reflects on che 
ſubjeck, he muſt, I ſhould think, needs be medi- 
tating, how to remove ſuch a ſtumbling block, 

out of his own way, and that of his fellow-crea- 
tures Such impoſitions, as have ſo generally 
prevailed i in the world, appear to be only calculat- 
ed to make that yoke hard, and that burthen 
heavy, which Chriſt pronounced and deſigned to 
be eaſy and light. Is it not a great hardſhip, that 
a man who is diſpoſed to ſerve God, muſt not be 
permitted to do it in the way he would chooſe, 

unleſs he will ſubſcribe to abſurd, prefumpruous, 
and unreaſonable Articles of faith? A ſubmiſſion 
of this ſort, muſt needs I ſhould think, greatly 
damp any man's rational zeal, in the cauſe of 
religion, if it has not a worſe effect, and this i is 


certainly a very bad one, and is ſuch a kind of 
c 4 offence 
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offence: given, as our ſaviour denounced | 4 4 woe 
againſt the authors of, This it behoves the plea: 
ders, for ſubſcriptions firſt required, by our leſs 
enlightened forefathers, ſcriouſly to conſider. - 22 
As to our forefathers, 1 would not willingly 
condemn them, they had not near ſo many advan- 
tages, for the acquilition of religious knowledge, 
as our modern Divines have, and- yet deſtitute as 
they were, of thoſe advantages, in this reſpect 
they acted nobly, in that they ſhook off many, 
perhaps, all things conſidered, as many as could 
reaſonably be expected, thou gh not all, of the 
ſuperſtitious | errors, of their forefathers, and of 
their Tutors. The ſtare of religion was, at that 
time, 100 much corrupted, for any one reaſonably | 
to expect, chat i it ſhould be reſtored, | to its primi- 
tive e purity and ſimplicity, either all at once, or 
very ſpeedily. We ſee, in the Acts of the 
Apel that the prej1 judiees of the Jews, 
who were converted to chriſtianity, could not 
preſently be removed, even by the Apoſtles 1 them- 
ſclves, notwithſtanding the commiſſion they had 
received, from our Saviour himſelf, the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, which they were Þ eminently 


7 ' endowed 


\ 
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endowed with, and amongſt thoſe gifts the power 
of working miriacles, which they poſſeſſed in ſo 
extraordinary, and aſtoniſhing a degree. If then 
with all theſe advantages, and that of ancient pro- 


%*»> 


Phecies alſo eppointing our Saviour to be a new Law- 
giver, 'to whom in all things they ſhould be obedient, 
even the Apoſites, thoſe true Picegerents of their Maſ- 
ter could, as it appears, free but few of their 
countrymen, the Jews from many of their prejudices 
in favour of the ceremonial law, which they had ſo 
long been accuſtomed to the obſervance of. What 
wonder i is it, if our ft pious reformers were unable 
to free theniſelves from many of the errors which had 
crept into the church of Chriſt, during the dark reign 
of ignorance and ſuperſtition for many centuries? 

7 bis fuppoſt tion of our old Engliſh reformers being 
deceinied | in many of theſe numerous dofrines, which 
they thought proper to infiſt upon the profeſſion of, 
even by, all 8 choolmaſters and Diſenting T eachers, as 
if 1 no man could be a fincere Chriſtian, nor fit even 
for a teacher of children, hoſe religious know- 
ledge and whoſe faith was not exattly of the ſame 


dimenſions with their 7. fi it be no more than a 
rnehr, f is Lf is neceſſary for as to 
© * prove; 


* 


= 
grove ; for if the compilers of our Articles were only 


guilty of a fengle error in theſe Articles, that alone 
would be a ſufficient reaſon, why wwe ſhould peti- 


tion to be releaſed. from any fort of obligation to 


ſubſcribe to. them : Eſpecially if a manife ft error 
was the ground. work of the whole ſy fem ; and that 
we affirm was really the caſe, For it was a notorious 


error, though without doubt, they were not duly 


ſenſible of it for them eſpecially, who ſo ſtrongly 
condemned the ſame kind of tyranny in their Adverſa- 
ries, to act thus like Lords over the faith of their 


Felle Chriſtians, not only i in the ſame, but in all 


ſucceeding ages, by requiring them to accommodate | 
t ꝛeir belief in ſo many, at leaſt very doubtful d doc- 
trines to their own particular tenets and opinions. It 
15 the uniform doctrine of the New Te fament, that 
if a man ſhall confeſs with his mouth, the Lord 


* Jeſus, i. e. ſhall confeſs him to have been the 


Meſſiah, and ſhall believe i in his heart, that God 
aath raiſed. him from the dead, he ſhall be ſaved. 
See Rom. x. 9. And that the profeſſion of no other 
than ſuch a creed as this was required by the peſt es 
in order to any man's parzaking i in all the external 


privileers of the Cel has been ſhewn by our 
great 


= IETHZW av 
great, and juſtly celebrated countryman Mr. Lock, in 
his treatiſe ,entitled, The Reaſonableneſs of Chriſti- 
anity, as delivered in the Scriptures,” What new 
commiſſion then had our Anceſtors received, to 
enlarge the ſhort and ſimple creed, which” our 
Saviour and bis Apoſtles thought ſufficient, for any 
man to believe, in order to his admiſſion, into 
the Church? Before they acted, as if they had 
ſuch a commiſſion; they ſhould have remembered. 
that by thus building again, the things they had 
deſtroyed, they tavuſt n * . 
n Gal. 2. 18. | 
But to proceed, 'in the beſt apology 10 can ts 
for them, in this inſtance, it is too natural to all 
ſober· minded men, to be greatly prejudiced in 
favour of doctrines, which they have imbibed, 
as it were, with their Mother's milk, and have 
been taught by thoſe, whom they thought deſerv- 
ing of their greateſt reſpect and -loye, eſpecially 
when thoſe doctrines, owing perhaps to the 
enormity of greater errors, and the perſecuting 
Spirit of thoſe in power, have, without contradiftion 
enjoyed an almoſt . unbounded ſway over the 


underſtandings of the Profeſſors even of a true Re- 
| |  bigion, 
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Agion. No candid man, however averſe he may 
be, to the bigotry, ſuperſtition, idolatry, and 
impoſing, and perſecuting ſpirit of the Papiſts, 
can yet doubt but that there are many even 
amongſt choſe Bigots, who for the ſtrictneſs of 
their lives, and the ſucerity of their intentions are 
upon the whole worthy of great reſpes..; and eſteem. 
Who can avoid reſpeing and efteeming the charac- 
ters, of ſuch men as Malebranch and Monſieur 
Paſchal, notwithſtanding their bigotted attack. 
ment to that Church, which we look upon, as 
the Mother of burlots and abominations of the earth 7 


- "Rev. xvii, g. The | ſame [ſentiments are - alſo 


generally, and, as I think, juſtly entertained, 
concerning Fenelon, the famous Archbiſhop of 
-Cambray, even by Proteſtants, againſt whom 
4 ſuch, if we are not mifinformed, he was 
an abettor of | perſecution. * If any one ſhould 


Juſtly wonder at the thing, and would willingly 


learn, what could retain, ſo great, and ſo ſincere 
A perſon, as the above-mentioned Father Male. 
| * in the communion of ſo corrupt a Church, 
a ® See The truly ingenious Memoirsof ſeveral Ladies of Great 

"JRun interſperſed with 2 Reflections, &c. p. 353. 
let 


9 R 
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jet him read the late Mr. Pillonniere's an- 


ſwer, to the unchriſtian accuſation, of Dr. 
Snape. He will there ſee ſufficient reaſon to be- 
lieve, that too great a regard to human authority, 
and a contempt of controverſial writings, even to 
the utter neglect of all thoſe, that were written 
againſt his Church, were the ſole cauſes that re- 
rained fo great 2 man, as an advocate for ſo 
corrupt a Church. This ſingle obſervation, if pro- 
perly attended to, might leſſen the antipathy, 
which many of our adverſaries -have- conceived, 
againſt controverhal- writings': but what is of 
more conſequence, in the ſame Pamphlet, they 
may fee a ſufficient anſwer, to moſt of the argu- 
ments, that the wiſeſt of them can make uſe of, 
againſt what I take to be the ſubject of your Peti- 
tion. With reſpett to Father Malebranch, I beg 
leave, to make one obſervation inode, becauſe-it 
tends to ſhew 'that'the more ſincerely a man loves 
truth, the more averſe will he generally be, though 
that, as was obſerved before, ſeems not to have 
been the caſe with that pious Bigot Fenelon, ro all 
the methods * eccleſiaſtical ee, rd 


- 4.4 * 
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Agion. No candid man, however ayerſe he may 

be, to the bigotry, ſuperſtition, idolatry, and 

ampoſing, and perſecuting ſpirit of the Papiſts, 

can yet doubt but that there are many even 
amongſt thoſe- Bigots, who for the ſtrictneſs of 

heir hves, and the ſincerity. of. their, intentions are 

upon the whale worthy, of great reſpe# and eftcem, 

Who can avoid 'reſpeing and efteeming the charac- 
ters, of ſuch men as Malebranch-and Monſieur 

Paſchal, notwithſtanding their bigotted attach- 
ment to that Church, which we look upon, as 

the Mother of Burlots and abominations of abe earth ? 
Rev. xv, g. The | ſame ſentiments are - alſo 
generally, and, as I think, juſtly entertained, 
[concerning Fenelon, the famous Archbiſhop of 
-Cambray, even by Proteſtants, againſt whom 
"a5 ſuch, if we are not miſinformed, he was 
an abettor of perſecution. * If any one ſhould. 
juitly wonder at the thing, and would willingly | 
learn, what could retain, fo great, and ſo ſincere 
a perſon, as the above-mentioned Father Male- 
| branch, in the communion of ſo corrupt a Church, 
. * See Tbe truly ingenious Memoirsof ſeveral Ladies of Great 

„ be. p. 388. 
let 
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let him read the late Mr. Pillonniere's an- 
ſwer, to the unchriſtian accuſation, of Dr. 
Snape. He will chere ſee ſufficient reaſon to be- 
lieve, that too great a regard to human authority, 
and a contempt of controverſial writings, even to 
the utter neglect of all thoſe, that were written 
againſt his Church, were the ſole cauſes that re- 
rained fo great 2 man, as an advocate for ſo 
corrupt a Churth. This ſingle obſervation, if pro- 
perly attended to, might leſſen the antipathy, 
which many of our adverſarics have conceived, 
againſt controverhal- writings': but what is of 
more conſequence, in the ſame Pamphlet, they 
may fee a ſufficient anſwer, to moſt of the argu- 
ments, that the wiſeſt of them ean make uſe of, 
againſt what I take to be the ſubject of your Peti- 
tion. With reſpect to Father Malebranch, I beg 
leave, to make one obſervation mode, becauſe it 


tends to bew that the more ſincerely a man loves 


truth, the more averſe will he generally be, though 
that, as was obſerved before, ſeems not to have 
been the caſe with that pions Bigot Fenelon, to all 
the methods * ecclefiaſtical e n und 


Though | 
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Though Father Malebranch was an advocate, and | 
a8 appears a pretty earneſt contender, for the general 
deciſions, and determinations of his Church, yet to 
bis honour be it ſpoken, he appears, alſo, if I am 
not much miſtaken, to have been too ſincere a ſeeker 
of truth, to be led by the ſophiſtry which the 
Governors of that Church certainly learnt from 
him who was Jar, an accuſer. of the Brethren, 
and a murderer from the begiuning, to be a favourer 
of their inhuman perſecutions. Some allowances 
ought certainly to be made in our judgment of 
their principles, who are enthralled as it were, in a 
two - fold Adamantine chain of religious and civil 
ſervitude : | eſpecially where that generally too 
powerful reftraint upon the human Soul, the. fear of 
pumſoment takes its rife from the, horrors of an 
Inquiſition, or the terrors of ſuch a priſon as the 
Baſile. That which brings diſgrace and puniſh- 
ment along with it, is very apt to be locked 
upon with an evil eye, merely becauſe it does ſa 
by deings who call themſelves rational, as well 
2s by the brute creation. With reſpect to the 
brute creation, who has not heard, that the 
wounded Deer is Wy driven away from his 
cams 
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company by thoſe which are not wounded, merely 
becauſe they have not met with the like mis- 
fortune? That faithful and more intelligent 
animal alſo, which we commonly admit, into 
our houſes, if he ſees another creature of his own 
kind beaten, will often fall upon him likewiſe 
for that very reaſon, becauſe he ſees him beaten. 
What can we ſuppoſe it is, but the fear of 
puniſhment, or diſgrace, or both, annexed to a 
deviation from eſtabliſhed ſyſtems of ſuperſtition 
that makes people of the ſame countries through- 
out the world, fo generally of the ſame religion, 
how abſurd ſoever the eſtabliſhed ſyſtems of re- 
ligion or ſuperſtition, whichſoever you ſhoulh 
pleaſe to call them; are, in moſt parts of the 
world? Where the profeſſion of truth is attended 
with certain martyrdom, the frailty of human 
nature and the force of general and inveterate 
prej judices united, ſcem to furniſh a tolerable ex- 
cuſe, for backwardneſs to examine and give due 
countenance, to the arguments that lead to truth, 
ſo greatly oppreſſed: But in a land where as I 
think civil liberty only, is enjoyed i in as great per- 

Seftion a8 2 reaſonable man can wiſh; and where 
| conie· 
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conſequently the cauſe of 8 liberty has 
gained ſo much ground, as it has within theſe 
two laſt centuries in this, where ſo many excellent 
books have been written in its defence, notwith- 
ſtanding the tyranny of our eccleſiaſtical laws, 
an oppoſition to the perfect eſtabliſhment of reli- 
gious liberty ſavours of nothing in my judgment, 
bur injuſtice, obſtinacy, and worldly-mindedneſs, 
or at leaſt of moſt inexcuſeable Bigotry. | 
Our forefathers, though they arbitrarily entailed 
ſeveral of their errors upon us, more, certainly, than 
they would have done, except out of regard to the 
prejudices of an ignorant and bigotted age, did yet 
by their 6th, 19th, and 21ſt Articles, point 
out the way to a more perfect reformation of our 
Church. What then ſhall we ſay to thoſe amongſt 
their degenerate poſterity, who will only imitate 
the bad but pay no regard to the good and honour- 
able part of their example? Let us leave theſe 
men to themſelyes and plead our own cauſe 2s h 
well as we can. Which whilſt I am now doing, 
I muſt confeſs that I hardly know a. more impor- 
tant conſideration in our favour, that is ſuggeſted 


” the following excellent and celebrated lines, 
of 
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of Homer, according to Mr. Pope's tranſlation M | 
theOdi ſſey, * if my memory does not deceive me: 


* Jove fix'd it certain, that whatever day, 
Makes man a ſlave, takes half his worth away. 


But what tyranny can be worſe in kind at leaſt 
than that, which beſides requiring incredible doc- 
trines to be profeſſed, whether believed or not, 
enacts a heavy penalty againſt all thoſe who preach | 
or ſpeak the truth on ſome very important ſub- 
jects, concerning which, it is, if I am not greatly 
miſtaken, the duty of every capable preacher of . = 
the Goſpel to do both. Is this reaſonable? I can- 1 
not be quite patient on ſuch a ſubject. | 

Why ought bigots, and the weakeſt men f 1 
our order, who believe they hardly know what, 
nor according to the vulgar phraſe why, or where- 
fore, the rule of whoſe orthodoxy, like the cut of 
their cloaths, is only regulated by the faſhion, 

though that happens to be little older than that 
of their perriwigs, and, for ought I know, coeval 
with that of their inoffenſive gowns and a 


+ * The reader may as alſo the ſame lines, and farther re- 
flections on the ſubject of liberty, in Smith's Tranflation of 
Longinus, towards the end, if L remember rightly, /- * 

| : why 
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why ought, I fay, ſuch men, with all the pliancy and 
ſervility of their own underſtandings, who probably | 
inſtead of rational enquiry either acquired all their 
zeal, for their different creeds and ſyſtems, from 
their jovial or plodding, but reaſon reigning tutors 

| in the Univerſity ; or elſe with equal uprightneſs 
of heart, and zeal for religion, hope to atone for 
all their failings, and immoralities, for their neg- 
ligence, and ſloth, about their proper callings, by 
offering up their reaſon, at the ſhrine of their vi- 
fionary faith, to regulate | the confeſſions and 
prayers of wiſer, and better men than themſelves? 48 
My foul loaths and diſdains the thought. Surely © 
theſe men, or ſuch as are worſe than theſe, the 
more crafty and equally ſober timeſeryers, will | 
not be permitted by Providence, to be a perpetual 
ſtumbling block, in the way of more ſerious, and 
fincere chriſtians. God will not always ſuffer that: 
lamp of life his revealed word, to be expoſed by 
the ſtupidity and i ignorance, of inconſiderate men, 
to the ſcorn and deriſion of unbelievers. Let ſeri- 
Liturgy have Already been made, for the good of 


1 I will venture to ſay, as being far 
\preferad 


Lit 4 
preferable to the more public forms, of addreſ. 


ing the Supreme Being, as all thoſe we are willing 


to believe, were deſigned to be, which are con- 
tained in the book. of Common Prayer, eſtabliſhed 
by the authority of our ſleeping forefathers. We 


contend not, as it has been repreſented, for mere 


metaphyſical niceties only, for matters of no mo- 
ment. On the contrary we muſt attribute ſuch a 
contention with reſſ pect to themſelves, though not 
with reſpect tous, to thoſe who oppoſe us: for what 
does it fi gnify to them, whether we profeſs the 
ſame opinions as their own or not, concerning 
thoſe debated doctrines, which according to their 
own accounts, the language of Scripture is not 
ſufficiently clear to decide ſufficiently the diſputes 
about them. Any articles of faith faith drawn up in 
Scripture language, L for my part, wogta readily and 
with joy ſubſcribe to, and ſo, Jam perſilided, would 
every Member of our Churchwho oppoſes the ſub- 


ſeriptions at proſent required. But if the general 
opinion of our adverſaries, concerning the Scrip- 


tures be not ſuch as was juſt now repreſented; 
they are very unreaſonable not to acquieſce in ſo 


evidently reaſonable a propoſal. And if it be ſuch, 
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as from their avowed doctrines, we have ſufficient 
reaſon to conclude that it is, what, by the way, 
will unprejudiced perſons think of their boaſted 


Orthodoxy ? If it be aſked what we do contend 


for; L anſwer, that we contend, as we apprehend, 
only for that liberty with which Chriſt hath made 


us free. He taught that all his Diſciples ſhould 
avoid all forts of tyranny over conſcience, as 


plainly, at leaſt, as he deſigned to free them from 
the obſervation of the ceremonial law of Moſes. 


He commanded us to call no man Ma ſtep pon 
Earth. And whatever others may think, we are 


perſuaded that ſincerity before God, and eſpecially 
in his immediate worſhip, is | preferable to the facri- 


fice of it, for any ſort of peace with men, or for 
any other conſideration i in this World. Whatever 


others may think, we look upon the pay we re- 


ceive for our public inſtructions, as a reaſon why 
we ſhould attempt a reformation of our eccleſiaſti- 


cal eſtabliſhment, and. conſequently further its 
real intereſt; for that is the light in which we 
view our - preſent undertaking, rather than why we 


mould conſent to ſuffer the worſhip of Almighty 


God, and the inſtruction of his people to be carried 
on 


— —— — — — — 
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riedon in our particular Churches, at leaſt according 
to the vain doctrines and traditions of weak and ſinful | 
men, whilſt the perfectly reaſonable andholy direi- . | 
ons of our heavenly Maſter, muſt by ſuch a ſubmiſ- i 
ſion, - not only be degraded to a level in the eyes q 
of the vulgar, with merely human and unſcriptu- ji 
ral doctrines, but be ſuperſeded by ſuch preſump- = 
tuous doctrines. This, I am not afraid to ſay, i is my | 
view of the caſe, and I am perſuaded that my fel- a 
low petitioners are of the ſame way of chinking. 8 
If others chooſe to adhere to all the doctrines 
contained in our Articles, and all the unſcriptural 
Forms of worſhip, remaining in our liturgy, let 
them do it, but let them not think for ever to 
impoſe all their abſurd notions, and practices up- 
on us. How ſatisfactory ſoever, that very peace- 
able method of proceeding may be to ſome people, 
which to many others appears to procede from too 
Arkat indifference about religion, we will not con- 
deſcend to ſay peace, peace, when we think 
there ous to ye no peace. As I judge that our 
ety arten I hope y you will excuſe, my thus 
A 2 Da. Ss eds 


* 


"ts 


— 1 r . 


36 r 
in imagination, joining myſelf with you, as if 1 | 


were a member of your own body. 


Before I procede, it may be proper to make 
ſome apology, for the ſeverity with which 1 ſeemed 
to expreſs myſelf, with reſpect to two ſuch learned 
bodies, as our two Univerſities, to one of which 


IJ owe a conſiderable ſhare of my own education. 


Jam well convinced that there in both thoſe. 


learned ſocieties, many men not only of great 


reading and ſkill in languages, but of great real 
knowlege and freedom of ſentiment. His bigotry, 
indeed, I ſhould think, can never prove any extraore 
dinary ſincerity in any bigot, any more than a 
man's walking with his eyes ſhur, would prove 
that he was very anxious about finding the beſt 
road to any-place. But there are degrees of finceri- 


ty, and no mortal upon Earth can judge with any 


certainty and exactneſs of the hearts of other men. 
[ believe that there are both amongſt the moderate 


bigots, (for ſome ſuch there certainly are in the 


midſt of thoſe ſeats of learning; thou gh none, 1 
hope, who deſire to ſhew their zeal by the uſe of 


fire and faggots) as well as amongſt the men of 
more enlarged underſtandings, many who ſincerely 


Pray, 
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pray that God's will may be done on Earth, as it is 
in Heaven. Perhaps according to Mr. Hurd's no- 
tion, where he ſpeaks of the revolution that has 
happened in our Univerſities, with reſpect to the 


reception of the Philoſophical works of that great 


ornament to human nature, our before cited coun- 
tryman Mr. Locke, it is not reaſonably to be ex- 
pected, that ſuch learned ſocieties ſhould readily em- 


brace truth herſelf, when it happens that they 


have long entertained falſhood dreſs'd in a garb 


too much like hers. But it is to be hoped, that 


thoſe ſeats of learning will now ſhew the World, 
that truth ſhall not always ſue to them in vain, 
though falſhood in diſguiſe, has long ſince con- 


ſtrained them, to profeſs ſubjection in part to her. 


But to procede. 

Our Anceſtors, for a long time, thought pro- 
per to pay the moſt profound ſubmiſſion to the 
Church of Rome. And when they renounced her 
Communion, they were, with great reaſon, if the 
right, or due exerciſe of private judgment ought 


to be denied, ſtiled Heretics and Schiſmatics by all 


the members of the Church, If thoſe rights ought 
to be denied, they ought not to have departed 
ER > from 
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from that Religion of their Country, as it was called, 
which was eſtabliſned fo long before they were born, | 
What right then had they to imitate the Church of 
Rome, in that very practice, on account of which, 
they renounced her Communion? Yet this they evi- 

dently did, andin one reſpect, advanced a conſidera- 
ble ſtep beyond them, by requiring fubſcription 
to their own particular opinions, of all the preſent 
and all the future members of our Church, even 
upon ſubjects. left open to free debate, by the pre. 
ſumptuous Church“ of Rome; and by pronounc- 
ing a ſentence of excommunication againſt any 
man that mould affirm thoſe opinion: to be in any 
part erroneous. Thus did theſe men, to the utmoſt 
of their power, ſet their own particular Judgments 
in all reſpects, on a level with the word of God. 

Our firſt reformers, thoſe of chem, I mean, who. 
lived in the days of King Henry the 8th, King Ed-, 


ward the 6th, Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, 


In procf of what is here afſerted,; the Reader may da 
well to conſult either that incomparable | work of Mr, Chil- 
lingworth's, entitled The Religion of Proteſtants a fafe Way 


| to Salvation, or even the pens ati to the 34. 


Edition of the. n. 
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and who at laſt, ſo nearly accompliſhed that de- 
gree of Reformation which they aimed at, were 
yet undoubtedly, upon the whole, very good men, 
and we are indebted to them, for freeing us from 
many ſcandalous corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, Nevertheleſs, I aſk again what right had 
they, or what right haye any other perſons to be 
Lords over our Faith, or that of any other man ? 
The fapreme Being has appointed but one infalli- 
ble perſon as abe author and finiſper of our Faith, 
to whoſe word we may, apply for directions in the 
way to eternal life, and whom in all our adieu we | 
ought to acknowledge as our Lord and Maſter; | 
and he i is no other than his fon Jeſus Chriſt, 

It is probable enough, I confeſs, reproachful as 
the confeſſion is to human nature, that the worſhip 
of our Church deviates as kzzle from the doctrines of 
the Goſpel, as that of any other national Church in 
the World, except perhaps the Proteſtant Churches 
in America, * where I believe they have more rea- 
Y The Author is ſince perſuaded, by an Article in the Se- 


venth Valume of the Monthly Review, that the Churches in 
Holland aught alſo to have been excepted here. See enn 


n es 7 2179 1 14. 
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ſonable liberty allowed them, if they may be call- 
ed National Churches. But as we juſtly | boaſt of 
our ciyil eſtabhſhment, why ſhould not our religi- 
ous eſtabliſhment alſo be rendered as perfect as 
poſſible? Are the errors of our neighbours any 
good reaſon why we ſhould continue in palpable 
and known errors? Why ſhould not our public 
Worſhip be reformed in ſome proportion, to the 
improvements that have been made in natural 
and moral Philoſophy, in Logic, and in every 
other kind of knowledge? Ought Rhetoric, and 
Logic, and every other art to be cultivated, only 
to keep us eaſy under the groſſeſt ſuperſtition ? 
Muſt not general ſuperſtition neceſſarily be much 
more blameable, and moreoffenſive in the ſight of 
God, and of all wiſe and good men, in an age of know- 
ledge, than in an age of ignorance? Or again, can 
any one think, that the fcience of Divinity, alone, 
was formerly either all at once, or very ſoon, perfect- 
ly and generally underſtood, in an age juſt emerged 
from groſs ignorance, and 'the height of ſuperſtiti- 
on? Ho then can a conſiderate man bear to chin, 
of ſtill offering up the ſacrifice of fools, to a Gad of 
infinite wiſdom ? to his Creator and eternal King N 

wh ee who, 
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who, in a ſtate that ſhall have no end, will reward 
every man with happineſs or miſery, in exact pro- 
portion to the ſincerity or careleſſneſs of his ſer- 
vices, in this period of a day, 

Our countrymen are ever ready to make an out- 
cry, at but the ſhadow of an encroachment upon 
their civil, and will they yet have no concern for 
their religious liberties? Whether we ſuccede in 
our petition or not, I intend to act in much the 
ſame manner. But as it was an act of Parliament, 
that firſt eſtabliſhed thoſe Articles, or at leaſt a 


part of thoſe Articles“ of our Church, which have 
long been fetters to our conſciences; by the ſame 


»Theſe words have been added, becauſe it appears high- 
ly probable, at leaſt, from what the writer of theſe letters 
| has read fince the f/f imperfect copy of this Letter was 
written, both in the Confeſſional, and in the Summary View of 
the Laws relating to Sub/criptions; that notwithſtanding the ge- 
neral practice to the contrary, ſubſcription to the whole 39 
Articles, is not at this day legally required of any man. No 
Biſhop, as far as he can find, ſubſcribes to any one of the 39 
Articles. But a very ſufficient account may be ſeen, of the 
introduction of the general cuſtom amongſt the inferior Cler- 
BY, of ſubſcribing to the whole 39 Articles, given both by 
the learned author of the Confeſſional, -3d. Edition, Page 
271. and by Mr. Pierce, in his . & the De 
Part I. * 169, W | 
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authority, I fincerely hope their obligation will 
be diſſolved. And as ſome of our preſent Biſhops 
have written well, in the cauſe of reaſon and reli- 
gious liberty, one would hope they will alſo plead 
the cauſe of the fame excellent endowment and 
privilege, in that houſe where they have the ho- 
nour to fit, as a part of the Legiſlature. If our rea- 
ſonable requeſts are refuſed, we ſhall, nevertheleſs, 


have the ſatisfaction to know, that we have ſo far 


done our duty, in remonſtrating againſt public 
abuſes, and corruptions in religion. 
I have troubled you thus far, Gettin, þ to let 
you know, that you have ſome fincere well wiſh- 
ers to your cauſe, amongſt thoſe who knew not of 


your firſt meeting, and could not without great 


inconvenience, attend your ſecond on the 25th of 
laſt month*. I ſhould have written to you ſooner, 


if I had not been in hopes of learning how to di- 


rect to you in a better manner, by means of the 
Pamphlet · , which was advertiſed, together with 


* Viz, September, 1771. + Intitled Propoſals for 
an Application to Parliament, for Relief, in the Matter of 
Subſcription to the Liturgy and Thirty-nine Articles of the 
eſtabliſhed Church of England. Humbly ſubmitted to the 


Son- 
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the advertiſement, relating to your laſt general 


meeting, in the S--------y Paper. But being diſap- 
poĩnted of that Pamphlet from time to time, and at 


laſt receiving another, though a very valuable one 
indeed, on the ſame ſubject, inſtead of it, I have ven- 
tured to direct it to you, as well as I can. If it might 
by any means, prove of any ſervice to the no- 
ble cauſe, which, according to my apprehenſions, 
Lou, Gentlemen, have in hand, I ſhould think my 
time the beſt beſtowed of any I ever ſpent in my 
life. And though I ſhould not chooſe to be laugh- 
ed at for the weakneſs, it will perhaps exhibit 
a ſpecimen of, yet as I can very well ſatisfy myſelf 
with reſpect to it's intention, I commit it to you, 
Gentlemen, to do with it as you pleafe. Mr. 
Locke has ſaid a great deal to our purpoſe, in moſt 
of his works, but particularly, in his Reaſonable- 
neſs of Chriſtianity, as delivered inthe Scriptures, and 
in his Two Vindications of the ſame. So have both 
the author of a celebrated Dedication to thePope, 


conſideration of the learned and conſcientious Clergy of the 


ſaid Church. And to be had either ſeparately, or bound 
up with che Free Thoughts before mentioned. 


* latitled Thoughts on our Articles, with regard to their 
ſuppoſed utility to the State. Sold by White, &c, 


under 
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under the name of Sir Richard Steele; and the 
late Mr. Simon Brown, in an admirable letter to 
Mr. Ball of Honiton. And ſo have various other 
writers. Some very valuable modern performances 
on the ſubject I have not read. But there is no 
need of long diſcourſes. To thoſe who make the 
New Teſtament the model and ground of their re- 
ligious belief, a ſingle clear and expreſs text is ſuf- 
ficient. Every ſpirit, that confeſſeth that Jeſus 
Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is of God. 1. John 4, 2. 
Upon this text I muſt, though in haſte to con- 
clude, beg leave to propoſe one querie, Ought any 
fellow-mortal to be rejected from the Communion 
of any Chriſtian Church, whom the beloved Diſciple 


of our Lord, here declares to be of God? and in 


whom, in the 15th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, he 
again declares, chat God dwelleth, and that he 
dwelleth in God? Ihave now, Gentlemen, troubled 
you with a long ſcrawl, if it ſhould not be deemed 
tedious, it will be a great ſatisfaction to, 
Honoured Sirs, 
Your very ſincere Friend, 
And unknown humble Servant, 
* Phileleutherus Chriſtianus, 
POS T- 
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POSTSCRIPT to Dr. D n. 


I have writtenſeveral letters of late, in behalf of our 
noble cauſe, to different Gentlemen in other counties, 
with what ſucceſs I do not as yet well know. As have 
heard Dr. Randolph's charge (which, I hope, is one 
of the dying ſpeeches of that bigotry, which was 
long ſince called the carcaſe of dead piety, in a cele- 
brated epitaph *, which was nevertheleſs written 
partly in vain) commended here by ſome of our 
ſuperior Clergy; in the warmth of my zeal, I pro- 
miſed, if no other perſon did, to give a ſatisfactory 
anſwer to it myſelf. If I am not greatly deceiv- 
ed, a perſon of but a moderate ſhare of learning, 
and no extraordinary abilities, may promiſe him- 
ſelf thus much, without any degree of ridiculous 
vanity or ſelf deception. But I think, I have heard 
that ſome other perſon, and if ſo, one I have, no 
doubt, much fitter for the taſk, has begun to an- 


That Epitaph on Bigotry was firſt publiſhed, as the 
Author apprehends, about the year 1715, in the Occaſional 
Paper; a work, which by the way, contains ſome very va- 
luable eflays, in favour of his cauſe, as | being excellent pleas 
for — Liberty. 


ſwer 
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ſwer i it. If I was ſure, that that was the caſe, and 
that no other perſon would give himſelf the trou- 
ble to anſwer ariather of our antagoniſts, our 
very ſerious, ludieraus, and ſarcaſtic opponent, that 
mighty Night- errant in Calvinſm, Auguſtus Top- 
lady, I would endeavour to give him that fa- 
tisfaftion myſelf. I do not know, I confeſs, that 


I cannot make a better excuſe for not ſending you 


my teſtimony - ſooner, than, that I am afraid it 
will be judged a thing of no conſequence, whe- 
ther it be ſent at all, or not. But this I muſt re- 
pete, that I can N for its len, and 


= — 4 


Dear Sir, 
"Thur _ ſincere; 
And much obliged ond, 


H. NORMAN. 
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HAVE committed the foregoing Poſtſcript tothe 
Preſs, that it may appear by the anſwer to it, which 
[received fron the friend to-whimt in was diretied, 
and by what I think proper now to fay further on 
the ſubject; how different the general principles of 
the advocates for the natural rights of mankind, 


* oo: 
2 


and particularly of the preſent well -wiſniers to 


a reformation of our corrupt eſtabliſnment are, 
from thoſe of our 2 high-churchmen, . 


* Such for 1 Mr. Plackley Janes Dr. Randolph, 
Dr. B-lg-y the Encomiaft, if our Author miſtakes not of that 
<contemptible abuſer of the worthy Author of the Conſefliona; 
Mr. Pluckley Jones juſt before mentioned, if not the En 
miaſt of another more contemptible ſcribbler alſo, that old 
infamous liar Peter Heylin, Not to mention ſeveral other 
deſpicable ſcribblers of the high church Anti- chriſtian Party. 
ö not 
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not from the principles of all thoſe who may pro- 
perly have been called High-Churchmen in all ages 
of the world. My friend writ to me in anſwer 
to the foregoing Poſtſcript, that Meſſrs. Ran- 
dolph and Toplady, had already had their deſerts, 


meaning without diſpute that their ſophiſtical and 


unchriſtian Pamphlets had been well anſwered. 
Of this I ſoon entertained very little doubt, when 
I underſtood that they had received an anſwer, 
from the ingenious Letter-writer to Dr. Ibbetſon. 
Dr. Randolph's charge indeed, has ſince received 
another ſenſible as well as a truly Chriſtian anſwer 


from the good old Dr. Carter: not to mention 
either the valuable Letters in anſwer to it, 


written by a learned and ingenious Lady, and 
printed in the London Chronicle; or the juſt 


contempt with which it hath been treated, by the 
Author of a ſerious and well-penned * Letter to the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. A ſingle expoſal, or at 


leaſt a ſufficient expoſal in the way of writing, of 
the ſophiſtical arguments, and unchriſtian princi- 
ples of zbeſe high-church Divine; and that only to 
thoſe who read controverſial writings upon Theo- 

*Printed for Johnſon, No. 52, gt. Paul's Church-yard, 177 r. 
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| logical ſubjects, and are open to conviction, ap- i 
| peared it ſeems to my liberal minded and worthy 1 
friend, a ſufficient recompence for their unchriſ- 
tian principles and doctrines, to ſuch preſump- 
tuous men as thoſe high-church Preachers are; 
who uſurping, as far as lies in their power, the 
judgment - ſeat of Chriſt, would fain caſt out of 4 
his Church thoſe whom be has not condemned. | 1 
If a man, after the moſt impartial examination 
into the doctrines of ſcripture, after much con- i 
verſation with the moſt learned, ſerious, and j ju- a 
dicious men of his acquaintance, and after reading 
alſo moſt of che capital treatiſes on the ſubject, 
finds that he cannot continue to comply with all | | 
the forms of our eſtabliſhed Liturgy, conſiſtently | 
with the future peace of his own mind, and that | 
obedience which he owes to the will of God, he 
may, as things are now circumſtanced, depend at 
beat upon hearing that he is treated with great le- 
nity, if all his Church. preferment is not preſently 
taken from him, in conſequence of his afting upon 
ſucb principles. His company will probably be 
ſhunned even by ſome of thoſe, who owe their 
preferment, in great meaſure at leaſt, to the ſup- | 
1159 E poſition 
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poſition of their being friends in theit Btarts, to 
the ſome principles, and to rellgious liberty. And 
whilſt he is, to uſe the language of Holy Writ, ge- 
nerally treated by the ſuperior Clergy, (who ought 
to be to Mankind ſo many examples of Chriſtian 
Charity, ahd of every other virtue) as a Hkarhen 
man and à Publicin ; any cruvfnienr and trnuble 
part of his Clerical revenue will probably enough 
be ſought after, and perhaps in the end obtained by 
ſome one or other, who all the white knows 
that the perfon whom ze Would willingly ruin, 
does nothing to forfeit his preferment, but from 


a regard to his duty in certain inſtances, in Hoſt of 
which at Taft the Supplatiter bow the injured 


l perſon Alfd wot to be iu fluter. More aggravat- 
ing circumſtances, tho“ fuch might. very ray 
be repered from particular Experience and obſer- 
vation; need not, 1 ſhould hope, at this time 
to be ſaggeſted to the conſideration of the Public, 
in behalf of oppreſſed fincerity. But oppreſſion 


even in dur Church, bur reformed Church of 
England, as to pleaſe our Adverfaries I will Rl 


venture to call it, is ſo Far from being new, that 


* ey red only the ** of Mr. Picree's 
Vindica- 


A.1POPAEMNIDI > At 
Vindication of the Diſſenters, I am of opinion 
that moſt men would. be apt to think, that it has 
retained to this day ſo great a degree of i iniquity 
in its conſtitution and laws, merely by means 
of oppreſſion, and ſome of the moſt cruel per- 
ſecutions of old. Of late years indeed, eſpecially 
as I apprehend, during the reigns of our two 
Aaſt Kings, our Kings and Parliaments have greatly 
reſtrained the exorbitant Power and tyrannous 
Spirit that has been frequently with too much juſ- 
tice attributed to the Clergy in general. I am 
willing, therefore, to conſider it as a quũte un- 
neceſſary, as well as a diſagrecable taſk, eſpecially 
as that taſk has been undertaken by a very in- 
genious Writer amongſt the Diſſenters, for me to 
enter into a detail of thoſe cruel perſecutions, which 
were formerly carried on by Archbiſhop Laud in 
particular, and by various other Governors of our 
Church: and of which the very recital is ſhock- 
ing to humanity. I ſhall only at preſent take 
the. liberty to obſerve, that one of the Articles 
which I ſtrongly object to (in the beſt of our 
-Charch''s three preſumptuous -Creeds, though 
2. gen impudence called the Apoſtle's) has 
1810. E 2 it 
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it ſeems of old been the occaſion of much perſecu- 
tion. It was that about Chriſt's deſcent into Hell; 
and there were ſeveral of our Biſhops then, who 
were for ruining thoſe, who would not hold that 


Chriſt went into the hell of the damned. 


Before I come to conſider how little ſupport 
the Scripture (which notwithſtanding the mul- 
tiplicity of Articles and Doctrines in our eſtab- 


liſhed Church, which are contradictory to it as 
well as to each other, the moſt rational Advocates 
of our Church always repreſent as the only de- 


fenſible rule of Faith) gives to this Article, I 


ſhall beg leave to preſent the Reader with ſome 
further thoughts on Perſecution, which I have 


had by me for ſome years. Whether they are pro- 
perly applicable to the general Doctrines of our Na- 


tional Eſtabliſhment or not, I leave the Public to 
judge. Having then pretty long ſince obſerved, that 


accordingto my judgment, there is in moſt, if not in 


all ages, no vice more common, and certainly none 
more prejudicial to the cauſe of Truth, than a certain 
indifference about Religion and the care of their 
Souls, which cauſes men, either lazilyto ſwallow every 


abſurdity they have been bred up in, or chat has been 
| inculcated 
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inculcated on them byconfidentand ſmooth-tongued 
men; or elſe diſpoſes them to do what often procedes 
from equal lazineſs, and a greater corruption of their 
underſtandings; i. e. to reject even true Religion 

becauſe, perhaps, ſhe has been repreſented by 
preſumptuous and fooliſh men in the dreſs of Su- 
perſtition and Falſhood. I obſerved further that, 
how ſtrange ſoever it may appear at firſt ſight, 
this want of a ſincere affection for Truth, is nearly 
as productive of Bigotry as it is of Infidelity. 
And though that moſt unchriſtian ſpirit, the Spi- 
rit of Perſecution, may ſeem to ſhew a zeal for 
Truth; I ſhould never heſitate to attribute it in 
general at leaſt, to that want of a ſincere love of 
Truth, for the cauſe of which it nevertheleſs pre- 
tends, above all things, to be ſolicitous. At 
leaſt, for one who calls himſelf a Chrifian to be 
a Perſecutor, is acting ſo directly contrary to the 
whole ſpirit and tenor of the Goſpel, which 
was deſigned to reſtore natural Religion to its pu- 
rity and truth, and to aboliſh every ſacrifice to 


pride and ill- nature; or a diſtruſt of God's Pro- 


vidence, which on the moſt charitable ſuppoſition, 
eyery Perſecution ought to be accounted, that 
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it. is rather to be attributed to that luſt of rule 
over others, which certainly is one of the moſt 
prevailing principles in wicked men, and which 
the * Atheiſtical Philoſopher of Malmeſbury has, 
we are told, conſidered as the governing prin- 
ciple of all men, than to any fncere regard for 
Truth. Theſe are ſtill my thoughts, and to uſe the 


language of the excellent Delineator of the Re- 


ligion of Nature, ſuch have been long mine. Of 

the juſtice of them, I leave the Public to judge. 
But where the office of preaching the Goſpel, 
is conſidered chiefly as a convenient method of 
obtaining a plentiful income, and living in eaſe 
and ſplendor, and upon good terms with great 
men, in which light many mighty men are too 
apt to conſider it; it is, I think, no wonder that 
whatever appears at all likely to break in upon 
their repoſe, or their temporal views, ſhould be 
treated by ſuch men, as deſerving of Oppreſſion 
and Perſecution. Such men are ever ready to 
modify their Doctrines according to their judg- 
ment of the complexion of the times, and ac- 
cording to the forms of human Eſtabliſhments ; 
; 12 | though 


KAFFE INA  $ 
though ſych a way of procedeing with reſpect to 
our eſtabliſnment, if it be not ſuch a preaching of 
another Goſpel, as St. Paul pronounced a curſe 
againſt, Gal. i. 8. even though an Angel from 
Heaven could be ſuppaſed guilty of it, it is 
at leaſt, a building of wood, hay, and ſtubble, 

upon the foundation of the Goſpel, 1. Cor. iii. 12, 
And of chat the Apoltle ſays, that the fire ſhall try 
every man's work, of what ſort it is. And if am man 
work ſhall be burnt, be ſhall fuffer Joſs : and tho be 
himſelf Salle ſrurch which is a very comfortable re- 
fletjon, it ſhall be with this dreadful draw. back, ſo 
46 by fre, according to gur pmmon tranſlation. But 
I think the words in the Original ſnould be render- 
ed ſo as from ox ox of fire. And fo, if J miſtake 
not, Arebbjſhop. Tillotſon underſtood them. 

Either of theſe ſentences are enough to make a 
conſiderate man extremely cautious about what he 
preaches to the moſt private congregation, and 
much more to make him cautious about what he 
publiſhes to the world. But though he, who 


poſitively preaches the neceſſity gf believing the . 
Athanaſian Creed for inſtance, cannot be truly 


aid. to preach azather Goſpel to the Galatians ; yet 


E 4 | how 
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how he can avoid being juſtly ſaid to preach : 
another and a very different Goſpel to his Hearers, 


from what St. Paul preached, I confefs, that I 


cannot tell. 

Our Saviour ſaid to his Diſciples, By this ſhall 
all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love 
one to another, John xiii. 35. Nor would our 
modern high-church-men fay, (if they would ſpeak 
out) by this foalt all men knew that ye are the Diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus Chriſt, if ye ſhun the company 
of and oppreſs thoſe, who care not to profeſs, 
or to continue in the profeſſion of all thoſe human 
doctrines, which we think proper till to profeſs 
and plead for. 

That many great men, who hope either to pro- 
cure, or continue large incomes to their own 
families in the eſtabliſhed Church, ſhould be averſe 
to a further reformation of « our Church; fear- 


ing leſt that ſhould end in a much 'more equal 


diſtribution of Preferment, conſidering the ſelfiſh- 
nefs and venality of the age in which we live, 
if not of mankind in general, is not, I think, 
at all to be wondered at. But that thoſe of the 


infra Clergy, whoſe hopes of further worldly 


A Prefer- 
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Preferment are but ſmall, and who have xs hopes 
of obtaining it, by writing or pleading for a corrupt 
eſtabliſhment, ſhould ſtill be ſo backward to pro- 
mote a further Reformation of our Church, after 
ſo many excellent Books, Pamphlets, and Ser- 
mons have been written to prove the expediency 
at leaſt, if not the neceſſity of a farther -reforma- 
tion of our Church, would appear truly wonderful, 
did we not conſider both the ftrange force of 
the prejudices of education, and the careleſſneſs 
and indifference about things of the greateſt 
conſequence, that ſo generally prevails amongſt 
all ranks of men. But let thoſe that are careleſs, 


be careleſs ſtill, if they chuſe to be fo. If all the 


reſt of the world, (though that, I thank God, 1 
do not at all diſtruſt) ſhould drop the cauſe, to 
which I have ſet my hand; yet, by the grace of 
God, I will never drop it. 1 hope, by plead- 
ing the cauſe of truth, ſincerity, and religious 
freedom, in ſome meaſure to redeem loſt time, 


and to atone for my paſt ſins. But let not thoſe, 


whoſe Preferments are twice ſo great as they 
ought to be, be over- much alarmed. We would 
Rot wiſh to diſturb them in 1beir poſſeſſions, if 

we 
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we might but quietly enjoy our u. There is 4 


yulgar Proverb indeed, which fays, that oppreſ- 
don will make a wiſe man mad. But to the great 
comfort of our Adverſaries, it ſeems to make many 
men ſo tame, as not even to remonſtrate againit a 


moſt wicted infringement upon the ſacred rights of 


Conſcience. What excuſe they make to themſelves 


for thus withbalding the db in uarighteouſueſs, 1 


Enow not, and am but little concerned to know. 
But though I have now ſome hope, that there 
s no abſolute neceſſity for it, 1 will beg leave to 


lay before our Adverſaries, ſome very pertinent 


and ſtriking remarks concerning Perſecution, made 
by a writer Who has nevertheleſs, with too great 
appearance at leaſt of truth and juſtice, been 
called, by the learned and ingenious, though ſome- 


what romantic Author, of the Memoirs of Ladies 


before-mentioned, the malicious and abuſive Ophio- 
maches. Theſe are this laſt-mentioned writer's 
words : n ws 

They who perſecute others, on a religious 
account, may call themſelves Chriſtians; and 
you,” meaning the Deiſts, to throw an odium 
2 | 5 | . on 
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t on that name, may honour ſuch monſters with 
“ it: yet they are no Chriſtians; they have nei- 
“ ther the ſpirit, nor even the external mark, of 
* Chrift's Diſciples. As you,” meaning again his 
“ Deiſtical adverſary in the Dialogue, well ob- 
« ſerve, it is to eke out weak atguments, and 
<< ſupport the tottering cauſe of unſound opinions, 
* that perſecution is called in; and it is qwell 
* worth obſerving, that thoſe who have adhered 
i the cloſeſt to the true principles and genius of 
dur Religion, have always ſhewn leaſt of this 
e perſecuting zeal, and ſuffered moſt by it. It 
cannot be ſhewn, that thoſe who were Chriſtians 
sin any propriety of ſpeech, were ever guilty 
e -of Perſecution-af all.” (See Ophiomaches, Vol. 
H. p. 153.) Theſe words need, I ſuppoſe, no 
other commentary than every intelligent Reader's 


thoughts will naturally ſuggeſt to him; when he 


compares them with the ancient practice of the 
Governors of our Church. But it is to be hoped, 


| that the Adverſaries of the Petitioners will not, 


by their continued obſtinate , oppoſition to ſuch, 


a reformation of our Church, as has been ſorre-/ 


petedly proved neceſſary for their 'own honour,; 
and 
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and the advancement of true Religion, give us 
uſt reaſon to apply the moſt ſevere part of what 
the Author laſt- mentioned, fays in the next page, 
of the perſecutions that have been carried on 
againſt Chriſtians in general, to their inveterate 
oppoſition to all attempts to bring about a refor- 
mation of our Church. Other religions,“ he 
* fays, tho big with abſurdity and wickedneſs, 
found an eaſy paſſage into the world; but the 
« Chriſtian hath always had the ſtream of men's 
corrupt affections, of their ſuperſtitious preju- 
4 ices, of their policy, power, and malice, to 
ſtruggle with.” Theſe words are certainly very 
applicable to our caſe; and, to my knowledge, 
ſome of the moſt ſenſible men amongſt the Laity, 
as well as the moſt ſenſible and moderate amongſt 
the Clergy, conſider the affair in this light. But 
mark what quickly follows, and let our high- 
church Clergy take heed, after the cruel oppo- 
fition to all attempts towards a farther reformation 
of our Church, that has been made by our 
Church Governors of old, and after ſo much has 


been faid to open their eyes, that theſe words alſo 


be not appligable to them. «There was certainly”, 
bows ſays. 


"Wiz n 


e ſays he, © ſomewhat more than common in the 
reception and treatment it, i. e. the Chriſtian 
Religion, met with. I cannot help thinking 
there was more than human malice at the bottom 
« of it.” Even ſo ſay I, at this and at all times, 
the powers of darkneſs muſt needs be ſuppoſed, 
by moſt, if not all men who believe the Goſpel, to 
be very zealous in their oppoſition to whatever tends 
to the honour and advancement of the Chriſtian 
Religion. LES." | | 
But the righteous Archdeacon of St. Albar's $, 
it ſeems, tells us, that we ſhall be tolerated; if 
we diſſent from the forms of our eſtabliſhed Church, | 
and that we can claim no more. A very mer- 
ciful toleration to be ſure! It is, however, ſoe- 
thing more merciful than the-Canons of our 
Church; for, in the 5th Canon, it is enacted, 
that, If any man ſhall affirm, that the Articles 
of our Church are, in any part, erroneous, he 
'« ſhall be excommunicated ipſo facto; that is to 
fay, (as we are informed by our Canoniſts) * ac- | 
<« curſed, devoted to the Devil, and ſeparated | 
from Chriſt, and his Church's Communion.” 
Yet this affirmation, viz. that one of thoſe Articles 
| is 
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is erroneous, doth every one in ect make, or I am 
mach miſtaken, and fwear to it alſo, who hath ſworn 
allegiance either to the preſent King, or am King that 
has ſat on the Britiſh Throne, ſince the acceſſion of 
the laſt King William: for if the doctrine of the 
36th Article, with regard to the Homily on Re- 
bellon, be true, it can hardly be doubted, but that 
all the Kings that have ſat on the Throne of Great 
Britain ſince James II. quitted it, have been 
mere uſurpers. In the mean time, what does the 
Toleration that Dr. Ibbetſon talks of, amount to? 
As his excellent Reſpondent obſerves, it amounts 
even to this, or certainly to hut very little more 
than this in general, that when the exertion of 
our Liberty, © has brought diſgrace and poverty 
* on our heads, we ſhall nor be-perſecuted be- 
& youd ſtarving for ronſcienge-dake c. 
No though I cannot help thinking, that ſuch 
unchriſtian writers as our Adverſaries, both deſerve 
and will meet wich, unleſs they prevent it by a 
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the next world, for their oppoſition to the cauſe 
of Truth in tber: yet I conſider alſo, chat it be- 
longs not to 46, if human laws favoured us ever 
fo much, 10 ſeparate the tares from amongſt the 
bent. We ought not to endeavour to avenge 
ourſelves, but to leave the vindication of our cauſe 
to God for it is written, Vengeance is mine, 1 
will repay, ſaith the Lord,” Rom. xii. 19 
But now I appeal to the conſciemtes of our Ads 
verſaries themſelves, whethet they cafi. repete- as 
their own belief, even that Creed commonly called 
the Apoſtle's, without equivocation? For with 
reſpect to the Article of Chriſt's deſcent into Hell, 
is not that allead to be falſe, in the uſual ſenſe 
of the words, by all the beſt writers upon the 
ſubject ? I have read Eraſmus on the Creed, Dr. 
Samuel Clarke Expoſition of the Church Cate. 
chiſm, The Critical Hiſtory of the Apoſtle's Creed, 
generally attributed to Lord King, and Secker's Lec- 
tures on the Church Carechiſm. And I know, That 
eachof thoſe Writers alloy, if they do not all poſitive. 
ly aſſert, chat chis Article, in the uſual ſenſe of the 
words, cannot bedefended. And ſoagain does tlie Au- 
N on the Subject of a farcher 
Reforma- 
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Reformationof the Churchof England, and the Au- 
thor of a later very ſhrewd performance, intitled, The 
Doctrine of a Trinity and the Incarnation of God, 
examined on the principles of reaſon and common 
ſenſe. Even Archbiſbop Secker, agreeably to what 
was ſaid of him before, obſerves, that The fir 
* thought of moſt, or al perſons, to be fiire will 
© be, that the word Hell, in this Article, ſig- 
« nifies what it doth in common ſpeech, the place 
«. where Devils and wicked men are puniſhed, 
And though it hath been imagined, that Chriſt 
« went to triumph over the Devil there, and 
< ſome add, to reſcue part of the ſouls which he 
<« held under confinement,” be affirms that, . the 
place of torment is never determinately expreſſed 
in Scripture by the word Hades, which both 


4 the Scripture and the Creed uſe in this Ar- 


* zicle, but by very different ones; though un- 
<«- happily,” unbappily indeed ! © our tranſlation hath 
<- uſed the ſame Englſo word for both, inſtead of 
calling the former, what it Aridi ſignifies, the 


irvijſible ſtate: or region. This opinion, therefore, 


of Chriſt's going into the place where wicked 


men are * and preaching to them there, 
„ hath 
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e hath,” as this Archbiſhop allows, no ſufficient ' 


foundation; and would not be found on further 
& tial, agreeable either to Reaſon or Scripture.” 
And he afterwards refers to Pearſon, on this Ar- 
ticle, in order to confirm this his own doctrine 
relating to it; when he ſays, that © this, how 


4 ſtrange ſoever it may ſeem to the unles ned, 
« yet is by others acknowledged.“ So we ſee, 
from this inſtance only, that the learned in ge- 
| neral can very coutentedly continue to uſe equivo- 
cation in the worſhip of Almighty God; and by 
ſo doing, to teach falſe doctrine to the ignorant 
and unlearned. The Author of the Critical Hiſ- 
tory of the Apoſtles Creed, ſays indeed, that 
the word Hell, in the Saxon language. ſignifies 
only a covered place. But what is this to the pur- 
poſe * ? Is it ever generally ſo underſtood in onr lan- 
guage? 'Away then with fuch a miſerable apology 


for fuch conſtant, —_—_ and deliberate * of 


| 2 


Again, is not the Article of the Reſurrection 


of the Boch, (not to mention that in the Baptiſmal 
Office, of the Reſurrection of the Flas) at the 
beſt a matter of doub?ful- diſputation, che proſeſ- 
F ſion 
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ſion of which, as ſuch, ought not to be required 
of any Chriſtian, or any man? It was a command 
of St. Paul, to receive ſuch as are weak in the 
Jaith, but not to doubtful diſputations. How much 
more then ought they to be received, who are 
only ſuſpedted of being weak in the faith? For 
has not this Article been excepted to at leaſt by 
ſeveral excellent Preachers of, and able Advo- 
cates for, the Chriſtian Religion? Amongſt all 
the Preachers of this age, I am of opinion, that 
it will be very difficult to find a better than 
Mr. Samuel Bourne, the Author of Sermons 
on che Parables, and of two other Volumes of 
Sermons. And he, it is well known, has preſented 
the world with ſome very ſtrong objections to. 
this Article. And in the light in which he un- 
derſtood it, and in which alſo it ſeems to be ge- 
nerally underſtood, I am very well convinced, that 
10 man can defend it. It ſeems needleſs to 
mention what the Author of the Doctrine of 2 
Trinity and the Incarnation of God, examined on 
the principles of reaſon and common ſenſe, has 
Laid on this Article, or to refer the Reader to Dr. 
tes upon it. Dr. Sykes is, I believe, allowed 


by 


KF BE ED: 0 
by all that have read his Pamphlet, to have proved 


that, according to the moſt authentic accounts, it 


was never introduced into any public or private 

Creed, till the 4th Century after the birth of 

Jeſus Chriſt. And that, I will venture to ſay, is a 

ſufficient reaſon why the profeſſion of it ſhould 

not no be inſiſted on from any man. 

As to that other moſt preſumptuous and . 
mous Creed, falſely attributed to Athanaſius, 


man whoſe name would yet, by the way, be is | 


real honour to am thing; it's groſs errors have been 


ſo frequently expoſed, and particularly of late, by 


ſeveral able writers, that I ſhall not at preſeut pre- 


ſume to ſay any thing further about it. And 


with reſpect to the Articles of our Church, in the 
way of reaſon and argument, ſuch ample juſtice has 


been done to them alſo by two of the ſame writers, 


who have clearly ſhewn the falhhoods contained in 
ſeventeen of them; that it ſeems quite needleſs to 


enter into any further examination of them. I 


would only beg leave to recommend their per- 


formances, the one intitled, The Doctrine of a 
Trinity and the Incarnation of God, examined 


on the Principles of Reaſam and common S2:;/7, 
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which I have mentioned before ; the other, intitled, 
QUERIES on the THIRT Y-NINE- AR. 
TICLES, printed for J. Johnſon, in St. Paul's 
Church-yard, to the peruſal and ſerious conſidera- 
tion of all lovers of truth, and eſpecially to the con- 
ſiderationof Mr. Cornwall, and Sir William Bagot, 
and thoſe other Gentlemen in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who ſo lately thought fit to fpeak of all 
the Thirty-nine Articles, as being perfely agree- 
able to the word of GOD. Not that I by any 
means approve of all that is ſaid in the firſt of 
thoſe Pamphlets. Only I think, that neither any 
ſerious Chriſtian, nor any of our Law - givers 
whatſoever meaſure of belief in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion he may poſſeſs is likely to be hurt at all tho 
he may eaſily be benefited by. the peruſal of it. 
Thoſe Pamphlets alſo ſeem to render it quite un- 
neceſſary for me to ſay any thing of that other pre- 
ſumptuous Creed called the Nicene; though it is 
indeed, according to Dr. Jortin, much lefs pre- 
ſumptuous and unchriſtian in one reſpect, than 
that really publiſhed by the Nicene Council. 
Neither will I now pretend to point out the vari- 
aus abſurdities in our eftabhſhed Liturgy ; as that 


taſk 
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taſk has, I believe, been well executed by the Au- 
thors of the Free and Candid Diſquiſitions. But 
there is ene addreſs in that part of the Liturgy ap- 
pointed to be read daily, which is at once both ſo 
fulſe, and fo amuzingly fooliſh, that I cannot well 
avoid mentioning it. It is in that prayer for the 
Clergy and People, which begins in this manner; 
Almighty and everlaſting God, who alone workeſt 
great marvels , fend down upon. our Biſhops and 
Curutes, and all congregations committed to their 
charge, the healthful ſpirit of thy grace. Now in 
the firſt place it is falſe to ſay that God only 
_ worketh great marvels; for be hath given power 
to v#ri0us other creatures to work great marvels. 
Above all to that glorious perſon for extraordinary 
reuſons called his Son Jeſus Chrift, he hath given 
power to work the greateſt marvels. Even whilſt he 
openly dioelt amongſt men, God gore him power 
to work great miracles. | 

But ſince his crucifixion we read, that all power 
is given him in Heaven and in Earth; and conſe- 
quently his power of working miracles is much 
greater than before. But with reſpect to working 
great marvels, has not God given to many mere 

F 4 Men 
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Men in moſt, if not in all ages of the world, a 
power of doing things really marvellous. Nay is 
not the power of ſelf motion, which all Men, I 
ſuppoſe, poſſeſs in a greater or leſs degree, ſome- 
thing really marvellous. I had like to have for- 
gotten thoſe great enemies of mankind, the evil 
Spirits. Who can juſtly affirm that they never have 
it in their power to work great maryels? To whom 
can we ſo properly attribute the miracles wrought 

by the Egyptian magicians, in oppoſition to Moſes 

as to Evil Spirits? An ingenious Divine * of our 

Church has obſerved that there is a kingdom of 
darkneſs, as well as a kingdom of light, and a 

myſtery of iniquity as well as a myſtery of godli- 

neſs. And indeed, I am in hope that I have /uf- 

Acientiy proved this already, but waving for the pre- 
ſent, at leaſt any further JiſcuTion of this point, 
is it not very evident, from what has been ſaid 
in the firſt place, that this addreſs, before men- 
tioned, contains a falſe aſſertion ? And in the next 
place, even if we ſhould ſuppoſe it true, is it not 
equally plain that it is highly abſurd ? The change 
of the word alone into always might eaſily free it 

- * Mr. Norris, of Bemerton, near Salisbury. 


from 
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from the charge of falſchood : but even then there 
would remain a great degree of abſurdity in it. 
For is it not highly abſurd for our Biſhops and 
Curates themſelves to pray continually to God as 
the worker of great marvels, and that by the con- 
ſent and appointment of our Biſhops, and other 
Governors in Church and State, that he i. e. that 
God would ſend down upon our Biſhops and Cu- 
rates, the healthful ſpirit of his grace? Are they 
then continually without the healthful ſpirit of 
God's grace ? And are they ſuch wicked men, that 
it would be a marvel, if God ſhould ſend down 
the healthful ſpirit of his grace upon them ? Sure- 
| ly if Go, till they are greatly reformed, they neither 
_ deſerve to be Biſhops nor even Curates. But with- 

out purſuing my reflections farther on this topic, 
I would beg the reader to conſider the propriety 
of Mr. Whiſton's amendment of this prayer. He 
has altered it thus, Almighty and everlaſting God, 
who art the giver of every good and perfect gift, 
ſend down upon our Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
&c. the reſt of the prayer he has left as it is in 
our eſtabliſhed Liturgy. 
Enough has now, I think been ſaid, to open the 
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eyes of all ſuch as have any regard to truth and the 
honor of the Chriſtian Religion. But foraſmuch as 
temporal conſiderations may be thought by ſome 
ſevere thinkers amongſt the Laity to be better adap- 
ted to the meridian of ſome men's underſtandings 
even amongſt my Brethren the Clergy, than any 
conſiderations which reſpect only the advancement 
of true religion; for the ſake of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to open the eyes of all men if 
poſſible, in a ſmall degree at leaſt, that they may 
ſee the neceſſity even in a temporal view, of ſome 
ſort of reformation of our ccleſiaſtical laws, I 
ſnall beg leave once more to lay before the Public 
certain hints which were intended for the uſe of 
every Clergyman, by the late learned and worthy 
Mr. Jones, who beſides that work of his be- 
fore referred to, was it ſeems one of the Authors 
of the Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, and of an- 
other very valuable work entitled A ſhort and ſafe 
Expedient for terminating the preſent debates about 
ſubſcriptions, with an Appendix which. ſhewed a 
vaſt compaſs of reading and the utmoſt: candor. 
After having long before, if I can judge, very 
clearly proved the great neceſſity of a further refor- 

1 ma- 
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mation of our eſtabliſned Church, and eonſequent- 
ly that it was the duty of every Clergyman in the 

Kingdom to promote ſuch a reformation of it, 
and after having conſtantly written in ſuch a man- 
ner as could give no reaſonable ground of offence 
to any good man upon the face of the earth; to 
find a man of Dr. B---y's acknowledged erudition, 
write in a manner ſo evidently tending to the ſup- 
port of that myſtery of iniquity, the ſpiritual 
tyranny of the Antichriſtian Church of Rome, 
and of all other vile imitators of that Chureh, 
* ſeemed indeed to inflame that good man with a 
great degree of indignation. And notwithſtanding 


what has been ſaid in the firſt of the foregoing = 


Letters, p. 3. it muſt be acknowledged, that Mr. 
Jones has in ſome parts of his anſwer to him, treated 
our learned Arch- Deacon, though as I apprehend, 
without the leaft ſcurrility, with a pretty great 
degree of freedom, if not with equal freedom to 
chat of the Dr's former Antagoniſt Dr. Prieftly 
Nay even my learned and ingenious friend Dr. 
Benjamin Dawſdn, has in his late Letter to the 
Clergy of the Arch-Deaconry of Wincheſter, writ- 
ten with greater warmth in anſw-er to Dr. Balguy's 

ill 
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ill judged charge; than as I imagine the general 
great moderation of his temper ever permitted him 


to write to the Public at leaſt before in his life. 
1 could have wiſhed indeed that my ingenious 
friend had given himſelf time to have diſcuſſed in 
a more ample manner the queſtion which he hag 


ſtarted before, in his anſwer to Mr, Foſter's Viſi- 


tation Sermon, concerning the legality of requir- 


ing any ſubſcription at all to the whole 39 Articles 


of our Eng/ifb Church. But perhaps Dr. Daw- 


fon thought that, not to mention what the late 
Mr. Pierce had ſaid upon it, that queſtion had 


been ſufficiently cleared up by the learned Author 


of the Confeſſional. And indeed I think the ſame. 


Nevertheleſs as Dr. Dawſon, who is fo able an ad- 


verſary to modern ſuperſtition thought fit to men- 
tion the queſtion in his title page, I could have 
wiſhed that he had been ſo far a Plagiariſt, if there 
muſt needs be any Plagiariſm in ſo doing, as to 
have laid the ſubſtance of what the learned Author 
of the Confeſſional has ſaid upon that topic, again 
before the Public. With reſpect to Dr. Balguy, 
not to mention the ill reception that any other con- 
felſed or generally ſuppoſed produdion of his on, 

the 
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the ſame ſubject has met with from the Public, it 
is to be hoped that the ſeveral deciſive anſwers that 
have been given to his late Charge will abundantly 
ſuffice to effect an entire alteration of his ſentiments 
on the ſubject of it, ſince, unleſs he is determined 
not to ſee, which I chooſe by no means to ſup- 
poſe of the learned Arch-Deacon of Wincheſter, 
he muſt needs by this time clearly perceive, not 
only that truth is againſt him, but that in this fo 
far happy age, if it did but know it's own hap- 
pineſs, ſhe has many able and excellent advocates, 


tho' not ſo many adherents as every good Man 
muſt needs wiſh, 


In order to contribute towards wiping away that 
reproach from our eſtabliſhed Church, Which was 
formerly caſt on the Britiſh Nation by the Roman 
Lyric Poet, when he ſpoke of the feros hoſpi- 
tibus Britannos; and at the ſame time to enlighten 
the underſtandings of two vehement Clerical ſcrib- 
blers to Lord North againſt their honeſt Brethren, 
as well as of various other ſeribblers of the ſame 
ſtamp, and worſhipers of that image of a deſpicar 
ble thing vulgarly called Orthodoxy, which never- 
theleſs as they would fain perſuade us, came or 
4. | | Fell 
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fell down from Heaven; 1 will now without any 


farther unneceſſary preamble, lay before my readers 
that really modeſt, and all things conſidered, that 
moderate extract from the writings of Mr. Jones, 


100 lately hinted at. All that goes before earneſtly 


recommend to the particular conſideration of Dr. 
B---y and all his friends. But what follows I would 


wiſh to recommend to the confideration of every 


Clergyman in the Kingdom. 

 & Whoever narrowly looks into our laws, exa- 
« mines and conſiders well our rubrics and canons, 
©< and other ſtrict injunctions of church and ſtate, “ 
< in regard to the office and duties of the clergy, 
* will find that they are not only very numerous, 
but at the ſame time many of them very difficult 
to be performed, eſpecially with that punctilious 


* exactneſs, with which ſome men would inſiſt it 


* is neceſfary to perform them. Shew nie a 
* clergyman in all England that can truly ſay, 
« laying his hand upon his breaſt, All theſe laws, 
« otdinances, injunftions, rules, rubrics and ea- 
* nens, have I kept, and punctually obſerved, in 

Te reader is defired to-diſcover, if he can, what right 
tre fate has to enjoĩn any thing upon the clergy, in partiou- 
all 


To 
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all my conduct, ever ſince I have been in holy 
4 orders: I defy any man in England to charge 


% me with any the leaſt default, deviation, or 
= tranſgreſſion in ſuch matters, and to prove them 


& againſt me, in any court, civil or eccleſiaſtical, 


« within his Majeſty's dominions.” Who, or 


« where is the man, among the clergy of theſe 


<« realms, that can make this open and bold appeal: 2 


If chere be any ſuch man, he may well deſerve, at 


40 


« jt is well for the clergy, that the common people 
(who, notwithftanding the good inſtructions ſo 


e frequently given them, are, many of them, very 
<« litigious,) do not know the hundredth part of 
« the niceties of the laws reſpecting the ſacred” 
« order. Nevertheleſs, ſome bold man may ariſe 
« hereafter, who may think it worth his while, to 


cc 


cc 


out from the eccleſiaſtical courts) upon which 


« the church-wardens from thence forward may 


* Here, I have changed the word perpetual ly, into fo fre- 


-aentle, For what reaſon I leave the reader to gueſs. 


form 


the next vacancy, © ſaid Mr. Jones,“ to ſucceed 
«in the archdeaconry of Wincheſter. Mean while,” 


exhibit to the public view, a large catalogue of 
articles (much larger thanthoſe commonly iffued ' 
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form their preſentments, and thereby experimen- 
< tally prove to buſy medlers, that it is not ſafe 
s medling with edged tools, and that ſome mens 
<< weapons may happen in the end to be turned 
© againſt themſelves, by thoſe, who can manage 
them more dextrouſly, and with greater force.“ 
If now any of the Laity ſhould from theſe hints, 
which 7 think it my duty to lay before the Public, be 
induced to enquire diligently into our eccleſiaſtical 
laws, and in conſequence of that enquiry, ſhould, 
occaſion much trouble, expence, and perplexity to 
the Tritheiſtical part of the Clergy, ſhould: the 
Laity treat them in general, as many of them very 
willingly treat any of their brethren, who endeavor | 
to vindicate the cauſe of truth, one might well 
apply to them, the French Proverb ſo properly be- 
fore now ſuggeſted to them, by 1 the ſame Author,* 
from whoſe Free Thoughts [p. 24, 25, 26.] the 
foregoing extract was taken; Drink what you have 
brewed. And then with the ſame Juſtice one might 
ſay to them, now you only meet with a part of the, 
reward due to your moſt iniquitous oppoſition to 
the cauſe of truth. The impious founder of your 


In his ſhort and ſafe Expedient. for terminating the pre- 
ſent debates about ſubſcriptions. ect 
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ſect commonly called * St. Athanaſius did, aswe 
read, ſeveral times wade to his Biſhopric, through 
the blood of his fellow-creatures, whom he had 
moſt villainouſly cauſed at lzaft to be murdered. 
And as ye have in more ways than one proved 
yourſelves his true diſciples, though not by murder, 
take now ſome part of the reward juſtly due to your 
inhumanity, ſecularity and hypocriſy. | 
But I think better things of my Brethren the 


. Clergy in general, though I have thus written. 


And as I ſhould by no means like to be ſo dealt with 
myſelf, I chooſe not to attribute the natural weak- 
neſs of mens heads, which ſeems to be one great 
ſource of their fears about a reformation, to the 
depravity of their hearts. But few, it is certain, 
have examined or conſidered the ſubject with half 
the attention that it deſerves.” And many there 
are, it muſt be confeſſed, who like Gallio of 
care for none of theſe things,  - 


A proper ſketch of this Romiſh Saints character may be 
found in the 17th Vol. of the Monthly Review, extracted 
from a celebrated ſpeech of the late Biſhop of Clogher Dr. 
Robert Clayton, made in the houſe of Lords in Ireland, for 


omitting the Nicene and Athanaſian Creeds out of the Liturgy. 
more 
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I could eaſily ſay much more upon it, and much 
more I have already written, moſt of which I will 


due time, God willing lay before the Public. But 


on this occaſion, I muſt only beg leave, conſider- 


ing the unmerited reception our Petition has re- 


petedly met with, to congratulate the lovers of 
truth and religious freedom, on the fair oppor- 
tunity we at this day enjoy of communicating 
many of our thoughts on the moſt important 
ſubjects to a too ungrateful world, by means of 
the Public News Papers, ſuch an opportunity 
together with ſo many excellent writers well pre- 
pared to make uſe of it, if their ſpirits are not too 
much caſt down by the unmerited reception of our 
Petition, as this kingdaw W never . 


It is indeed very hard to know * to fir, | 
and perhaps next to impoſſible to ſuccede in 
the attempt to ſoften the hearts and open the eyes 
of ſome men, whoſe conſciences are ſeared and 
"whoſe tender mercies are cruel. But of this I am 
very confident, that I myſelf have already 1 in this 


| 2 work. written enough to convince all 


See the Critical Review for Sept, 1772. 
On 
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men that read it, and whoſe underſtandings are = 
hot judicially blinded, whoſe God is not of this 1 
world, and who are not ſwayed in their judgments 
on ſo important a ſubject, by their vices, by in- 
tereſt, or ſinful preudices. 

l am very glad to find that one learned and worthy 
Author * even in the Univerſity of Oxford has 
expreſſed himſelf { openly, if I underſtand him, 
in favour of a reviſal of our Articles and Liturgy : 
though he ſeems to me to be in a great miſtake 1 
about the nature of our late Petition to Parliament. | 
After having ſet forth the great advantages which . | 
we in this age enjoy, in order to a new verſion of 
the Bible, beyond what our anceſtors ever enjoyed ; 
thePrincipalof Hartford College, Dr. Durell, ſeems 
Juſtly to think that, : the minds of the people can 
be but little diſturbed by ſuch a ſtep.“ And then 
he preſently procedes thus. * If there be any 
4 foundation for this plea, it ſeems to me (with due 
& deference to government may I be underſtood to 
* hintit) to be derived from the legiſlature irſelf; 1 
* which in its acts of perpetual” he might as well i 
have ſaid of very long duration, does not appear to 
|  ' dee thi Critical Review for Sept. 1772. nl 
| G allow 9 


bo * 
"4 bd 4 r - = 
„ re 3 RO "I" Þ - 


ee ee EG 
— 4 — * 


rel. 


allow ſufficiently for the mutability of hum. 
* affairs, or the changes incident to time: whereas 
& were it enacted, that theſe acts ſhould all be reviſ- 
< ed the diſtance of half a century, many of the 
< 1nconveniencies complained of would no longer 


< exiſt, and the almoſt ſacred veneration the peo- 


<< ple have for things, which not their merit, but 


© their antiquity alone has conſecrated, would 


gradually ſubſide, and leave no traces in their 
minds.“ Let us apply theſe conſiderations to 
our 39 Articles and eſtabliſhed Liturgy. And 
what is there but a long eſtabliſhment of both - 
whether legal or not, excluſive of the ſophiſtical 


| pleadings of certain intereſted eccleſiaſtics, that 


can at this day recommend a conſiderable part 
of either to the moſt ignorant. Since the days of 
Mr. Locke, Dr. Samuel Clarke, Biſhop Hoadly, 
and Dr. Foſter, it is certain that their writings, and 
the writings of many others, who have written in 


the moſt liberal and ingenuous manner upon Theo- 
logical ſubjects, have notwithſtanding ſo ſmall a 


number of the Clergy have thought fit to join in 


our late Petition, effected a great change in the ſen- 


timents of the moſt learned and ingenious men in 


gene- 
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general both amongſt the Clergy and the Laity. 
Even ſeveral of our preſent Biſhops, notwithſtand- 
ing the part that moſt of them have taken with re- 
ſpect to the Petition of the Diſſenters, have by their 
writings greatly contributed to ſpread che princi- 
ples of religious liberty. It is very certain that 
the moſt celebrated books and thoſe which have 
met with the beſt reception from the Public, have 
generally contained the ſtrongeſt arguments in fa- 
vour of the ſame cauſe. Witneſs the works of 
Locke and Chillingworth. Witneſs in our own 
time the Confeſſional, and an excellent Illuſtra- 
tion of the Bible printed for Mr. Goadby of Sher- 
borne, in Dorſetſhire. What a diſcouragement 
muſt this then be to ſtudy, if the more we 


read what we ought to read, the more likely we 


are to be diſſatisfied with the preſent forms of our 
eſtabliſhment! As to the ſentiments of the gene- 
rality of the Clergy, with whom I am acquainted, 

I haveſufficiently, declared what I know concerning 
their profeſſions atleaſt, in the ſecond of the forego- 
ing Letters. And how can we gueſs at the ſentiments 
of the moſt learned of the Clergy, whoſe perſons or 
characters we have noparticular acquaintance with; 
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but from their writings? Now who knows not 


that the ſtream of all late publications on the ſub- 


ject has run in favour of reformation and religious 
liberty? We contend not about rings and ſurplices, 
as did the Puritans in general of old, nor againſt 
our eſtabliſhed form of Church Government in ge- 
neral, as many do at this day: though why a Biſhop 
ſhould be both Judgeand Jury, and why againſt bis 


judgment there ſhould lye no appeal I confeſs that 
1 cannot tell. But we contend for reaſon, ſincerity 


and charity in the moſt ſolemn offices of life. 

Well then might Dr. Durell aſk, what nobler ob- 
ſect could the parliament, could the convocation 
have under their contemplation, than the petitions 
of ſerious and well diſpoſed men, that means 
might be deviſed the moſt efficacious for quieting 
their conſcientious ſcruples, and ſetting them for- 
ward in the way of religious improvement ? But 
when we conſider the proceedings of former con- 
vocations, we ſee great reaſon to fear that the con- 
vocation might be as littie diſpoſed to do juſtice to 
their Petitioning Brethren, and conſult the honor of 
true religion, as courtiers in general ſeem diſpoſed 


Dr. 
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Pr. Durell ſeems indeed very unaccountably to 
ſuppoſe with the Dean of Glouceſter, that our 


petition is a prayer to be releaſed from the bands 
by which ſociety is united. Dr. Durell is too 
modeſt a man to pretend to infallibility, and it is 
to be hoped that he has too much charity to im- 
pute any ſuch view of the affair to the Petitioners 


themſelves, though he may think them miſtaken. 
Thoſe. who know much about them will hardly 
think of imputing any ſuch view to them. 


And it may be worth the Reader's while to ob- 
ſcrve that one of the moſt learned of our Biſhops, 
Biſhop Law, whoſe Son and Son-in-Law are both 
petitioners, appears to conſider the affair in a very 


different light. But why do I mention ſuch pre- 
ſumptive arguments only in our favor? With as 


much juſtice might King John have told the Barons 
when they demanded the famous grant of Magna 
Charta from him, that they demanded a releaſe- 
ment from the bands by which ſociety was united. 


Surely to petition for a releaſement from the bands 


of eccleſiaſtical tyranny, and to petition for a re- 
leaſement from the bands by which ſociety is united. 
are very different caſes, 1 ſhould think (and wha 
will * it?) chat a ſincere belief of natural and 
G 3 re- 
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revealed religion tempered with that charity, which 


the Chriſtian religion above all things recommends, 
muſt be the ſtrongeſt poſſible bond of union in 
every ſociety. And to ſupply the want of ſuch 
principles, juſt and equal laws are the only pro- 
per remedies. Why ſhould not the fervice of one 
common Lord and Maſter Jefus Chriſt, and ſub- 
miſſion to an equizable epiſcopal government be 
conſidered as a fufficient bond of union for all the 
members of the Church of England ? Are the 
miniſters of the Church of England ſo much worſe 
men than the Diſſenting Miniſters? And if they 
are what good end can the moſt repeted ſubſcrip- 
tions anſwer with ſuch men? Let the reader attend 
to the following pertinent remarks of an able wri- 
ter quoted by Dr. Benjamin Dawſon. © This in- | 
< quiry into the conſequence of aboliſhing ſub- 


« ſcription i is not altogether a matterof ſpeculation, 


2 but depends in ſome meaſure upon experience. In- 
8 ſtead then of giving way to the ſuggeſtions of 
- fancy, let us follow this low, but certain guide, | 


_ and ſer how the affair ſtands in thoſe churches 


«© where ſubſcriptions are never mentioned but with 
< the utmoſt N 


rely 
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I am informed that in the County Palatine of 
< Lancaſter there are no leſs than forty congrega- 
< tions of proteſtant difſenters, In Yorkſhire their 
number may be double. In all theſe ſocieties, - 
* and many others in different parts of the king- 
dom, their miniſters are choſen without any ſub- 
© ſcription whatever. And I have not been able 
& to learn, that one popjf prieſt i is to be found 
among them. And as to fanaticiſm, perhaps no 
© ſet of men in the world was ever more free from 
it“. It were to be wiſhed that © our adver- 
& faries would condeſcend to examine things with 
<* a little more accuracy, and argue from facts; 
* and not place ſuch an implicit dependence upon 
© the chimaeras of their © own brains,” Free 
thoughts, p. 168, 169, But the reader may do | 
well to conſult, with attention the whole paſſage i 


from which this extract was taken. | $ 
Ir is well obſeryed by Mr, Pierce in the Preface | 
to his Vindication of the Diſſenters, agreeably | 


alſo to a celebrated remark of Mr. Chillingworth 


very properly quoted by the Author K. the: ſhort 
25 2 iki ls: g 
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« When one ſet of men is ſuffered to oppreſs 
< another, this naturally raiſes animoſities in both. 
<< The oppreſſed are inraged, upon the account 
“of the oppreſſion they groan under; the op- 
« preſſors are moved at the impatience of thoſe 
they trample upon, and hate them, becauſe whey 
believe they would be glad to ſhake off their un- 
6 godly yoke.” Now let every man enjoy his natural 
< rights and liberties, and no one ſectbe ſuffered to 
© domineer over another; and difference in religion 
<« will de no hinderance to mens living friendly 
and fociably, as we ſee *tis not at this day 
in Holland.” Agreeably to this general ac- 
evkiti of Mr. Pierce's concerning the Churches 

in Holland, is that of the Author of Reflec- 
tions on various Subjects relating to arts and 
commerce; particularly the - conſequences of 
admitting foreigners on eaſier terms who (in 


a pamphlet printed for G. Woodfall) expreſſes 


himſelf thus, * We have ſcarce taken a right ſtep 
* in comtrercial policy, but as the Dutch have 
flitſt ſet us the example; they have been of old 
4 our rivals and inſtructors, our beſt friends and 


4. worlt enemies. Men of all climates and reli- 


« gong 
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«© gions are natives of Holland: their earth is as 
< free as their air. Their toleration of religions is ſo 
extreme, it amounts to a total unconeern about 
« them. At the fame communion in the ſame 
church, ſome receive fitting, , others ſtanding 
or kneeling, and this freedom appeared to chat 
* crafty people ſuch unqueſtionable palicy, chat it 
came in from common ſenſe alone and gained 
„ without 4 law.”* But foraſmucl, as wicked 
laws are uſually put in force againſt thoſe Mi- 
niſters of our Church who vary but little from 
our eſtabliſhed forms, if our Law-givers have any 
regard to juſtice, let them repeal ſuch laws 
without delay. | 
Now I am upon this topic, I ſhall * to 
correct a miſtake of the learned Author of the con- 
feſſional, which to ſome ſimple men may ſeem to 
leſſen the force of his ſtrongeſt arguments. 
He ſuppoſing (Comfeſſional 3d Ed. p. 449.) that 
the Church of Scotland has totally laid aſide the 
confeſſion of faith, which it had at the beginning 9 
of its reformation; ſays perhaps this is the only | 1 
inſtance of a national church's changing its efta- if 
bliſhed confeſſion ſince the reformation, But not 1 


: 


See Monthly Review, Vol. 7. p. 114, 1 15. 
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to mention that after the famous ſix Articles were 
ſet aſide, the Articles of our own Church were 
at firſt in number forty-two; ve are told by the 
Author of the ſerious and earneſt addreſs to Pro- 
_ teſtant Diſſenters, 2d Ed. p. 10. that the eſta- 
< bliſhed confeſſion of the Dutch Church has been 
altered ſixteen times.” Let all fpiritual tyranny 
beaboliſhed bere, and then a ſingle reformation 
of our Church might be ſufficient if not unto the 
world's end, yet until that reftitution, or renova: 
tion or conſummation of all things, which is fore- 
told. Acts ii. 20, 22. * 
The Author af the performance laſt mentioned, 
as J have been told by one of his intimate friends, 
is one Mr. Corniſh of Taunton in Somerſetſhire. 
And what may well ſurprizeany one who reads-it, I 
have been well informed that he was not one and 
twenty years of age when he publiſhed it. This 
is to me a ſtriking inſtance of the benefit of reli- 
gious liberty in the cultivation of mens minds. But 
to return from this little digrefſion. | 
Whatever competent judge looks much into the 
writings of | Archbiſhop Cranmer, who had the 
principal hand ag a divine 1 in conducting the refor- 


ron 
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mation of our Church, will quickly be convinced 
that he was by no means well qualified to draw up 
4 long fer of Articles which fhould be a proper 
ſtandard of belief to his own and toall future times. 
| Yet we are told that he had drawn up a book of 
prayer mich more perfect than this that we now 
have, but that the ſame could not take place, for 
that he was matched with ſuch a wicked clergy and 
convocation. Nay it feems to have been ſuffici- 
ently proved by Mr. Pierce in his Vindication of 
the Diſſenters, that Queen Elizabeth herſelf helped 
to obſtruct the progreſs and leſſen the perfection 
of the reformation that was accompliſhed in her 
days. | | 

It was remarked by a Diſſenting Miniſter of my 
acquaintance, that what many people mean by pru- 
dence is no other than wicked cunning. And upon 
a review of the whole controverſy relating to ſub- 
ſcription and the doctrines of our Church, what | 
muſt we neceffarily conclude is the true definition 
of that fort of prudence, which many High 
Church ftateſmen ſeem to value themſelves ſo 
much upon, but wicked cunning ? But in con- 
firmation of the general doctrine maintained in this 


Dam. 
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Pamphlet, the reader who has leiſure, may do 
well to conſult ſeyeral other books; pamphlets, 
and ſermons, beſides thoſe performances before - 
mentiond. Amidſt a eloud of witneſſes. it ſeems: 
unneceſſary to mention particulars, Butitmay well 
deſerve the reader's notice, that amongſt all the 
numerous willing Orators of our Church, Mr. 
Pierce's V indication of the Diſſenters, not to men- 
tion any thing elſe of the kind, has never yet in ſo 
many years as it has Jain before the world, as 
far as I can learn, met with ſo much as a nominal 
anſwer. ButI reſt not the merits of our cauſe on ſuch 
circurnftances, nor on our being able to mention 
many other circumſtances, which would appear to 
be cqually ſtrong preſumptions in our , favour. 
Though we would gladly aboliſh all ſpiritual 
tyranny; we deſire not to aboliſh even maden 
epiſcopacy. That indeed, was it not for the abuſes 
ef the Office, of which he has given ſo ſtriking 
2 detail, I imagine, chat even Mr. Pierce himſelf, 
being a man of fuch liberal ſentiments, - would 
not have wiſhed to have done. But in fayour 


of the cauſc, I have been pleading, we may 


even Produce Heathen writers, as being excel- 
f kn 
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lent advocates for the united cauſe of true Iberty 
and virtue. - Particularly amongft thoſe writers | 
would I recommend, to the intelligent reader the 
Life of Agricola by his Son in law Tacitus, and 
the famous eſſay of Longinus. I pretend not to p 
any ſuch acquaintance with the valuable remains 
of antiquity as I could wiſh, but 1 will not ſcruple 


to aſſert that the regiſtered experience of almoſt all 


"ages, if 1 may fo ſpeak, might be produced in our 
favour. In confirmation of this doctrine, the 


reader may do well, 1 conceive, to read alſo an 
excellent ſermon preached by one Mr. Peckard, 
at the Viſitation of Arch-Deacon Cholwell, at 
Huntingdoti, which I have not only read with 
great pleaſure, but as 1 think proper to confeſs, 


| even preached in part, as 1 truſt, to a well dit 
poſed audience. 


But to ſhew the confidence I have i in the good- | 
neſs of my cauſe, ſince the Heroical Anonymous 
Letter writer to Lord North, who thought fit to 
call himſelf a Clergyman of the Church of "Eng- 

Hand, and who fo gallantly attacked the poor Peti- 1q 
rioners juſtbefore their Petition was brought i into 
che houſe of Commons, has in his never to be for- 
gotten pamphlet, if my memory fails me not (for 


I can- 
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I confeſs that I have not had an opportunity to 
peruſe that fine performance of his for a conſidera- 
ble length of time) ſaid at leaſt in effect, if not in 
fo many words, that it is the very pith, heart, 
and marrow of the cauſe, to proye whether onr 


eſtabliſhed Church hath any falſe, doctrines either 
in her Articles and Liturgy or not: though we 
might very ſafely and reaſonably deny that to be 


2 proper ſtate of the controverſy, becauſe no body 


of Chriſtians ought to require the profeſſion of mat- 
tersof fairly doubiful diſputation of any perſon what- 


: ſoever yet not to mention what I have written, I 


defire him in the firſt place only to give a fair an- 
ſwer to, and confutation of, the deſign of thoſe 
Queries on the 39 Articles which I have before 


; mentioned in the Appendix. And then will I 


confeſs that the Articles of our Church are nch 
truer than I have long taken them to be. But for- 
aſmuch as it is nevertheleſs poſſible that this very” 


| wiſe, valiant, even like unto Ajax, and which is 


more, this ſincere and righteous Champion of our, 
if you will hearken to him, Angelical Church of 
England may nevertheleſs be ignorant, either wil- 
lingly or otherwiſe, of many malicious things, it 

. 
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he will have it ſo, that certain men alſo calling them- 


ſelves Chriſtians have written againſt her impoſi- 


tions upon conſcience, if his Chriſtian humility can 
condeſcend to take a little advice from one of 
much the fame ſort of grievous ſinners, the incon- 
fiderable Author of this performance would wil- 
lingly entreat him in the next place only to edify 
ſome of his Brethren, who again-like himſelf call 


themſelves Chriſtians, by giving, if it lies in his 


power a fair, full, and honeſt anſwer, to the fore- 
mentioned Mr. Pierce's Vindication of himſelf and 
his Brethren againſt the accuſations of a former 
Champion of our Church called Dr. Nichols. Let 
him but do this, and then I will venture to pledge 
myſelf to the world, that time and credit will be 


given him, for anſwering the numerous tracts that 
have been written, as well as, numerous objections 


that have long ſince been, and ſtill are made, to 


that great prop and ſtaff of modern Orthodoxy the 
Athanaſian Creed. And before he thinks fit to 


plead again for the uſe of ſuch a Creed, it will be 


expected of him, in conformity to his own decla- 


rations, in that ſcurrilous Pamphlet of his before 


3 that he will favor the world, with ſuch 
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a rational defence of that Creed, as the word never 
yet ſaw, and I will venture to ſay never will ſee. 
Bur for my part, 1 ſeruple not to pronounce, that, 
ſooner than he will ever do theſe things, the great 
deceiver of mankind, and he will publicly ſhake 
hands before all the world. I am very ſenſible, 
thar men's confidence in themſelves is by no means 
a conclufive or deciſive argument in proof of the 
rectitude of their judgments : nevertheleſs on this 
occafion I boldly pronounce, that if he thought 
proper to ſtake the glorious upper-work of his 


earthly tabernacle againſt my poor pate, I would 
moft willingly forfeit that, whenever he fairly an- 
ſwers the objections, which I myſelf both have made 
| and ſhall, God willing make, againſt that rally 
and feriouſty moſt comemptible Letter of his, if 
not to the great leader of many of our preſent very 
prudent Biſtiops, at leaſt to a Lord whoſe favour 
may be worth a Biſhopric. From ſuch a writer as 
ke i is, am I ever tempred, | 
luke the indignant * 'of he in a play, | 
R without k leaft heſitation, af once to 8 
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But for the preſent, I ſincerely wiſh him well, 
and which in reality is the ſame thing, in order to 
his ſalvation in a better world, without the hopes 
of which, nothing in this world is worth regard- 
ing, I ſincerely wiſh Sims moſt nat re- 
pentance. Abe 

And now to dhe Author of every was 1. 
perfect gift, I moſt willingly commit what I have 
nom written, in a full hope and confidence, that 
he who, notwithſtanding ſome untoward appear- 
ances, ſeems to have begun the glorious work of 
a reformation amongſt us, willi in his good time, 
bring it to a happy and moſt glorious iſſue: which 


may God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jeſus! Chriſt o. our Lord. Amen. It 
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The — Leiters have already appeared in the 
London Chronicle, ut mam baving bad no con- 
venient opportunity to peruſe them, in that paper, it 


was judged proper to reprint them at wy conchfion 
of this Pamphlet. 


Te 0 all ſincere Chriſtians and true Protefants 
LETTER l. 


My Baernzen, 4s 
F you have lately read many of the 7 
News Papers, which have long ſince and pro- 
bably before our time been conſidered by many good 
judges, many learned and ingenious men, as excel 
lent means of acquiring a very conſiderable ſhare of 
Political knowledge, but particularly if you have had 


the laudable curioſity to read and conſider the Let- 


ters they have contained on a ſubject of far greater 


importance than what is commonly underſtood by 
political knowledge, viz. on that of religion and the 
national eſtabliſhment, whether you are convinced of 
the neceſſity of a reformation of the eſtabliſhment 


of not, I am perſuaded you cannot deny, that for 


a great 


EEE > -” | 
a great part of the time at leaſt, ſince the Pro- 
poſals for an application to Parliament, for relief 
in the caſe of ſubſcription, were firſt publiſhed, you | 
have read many learned and ingenious,. eyen if | 
you will not allow that you have read many in 
other reſpects, excellent eſſays on that ſubject. 
Now indeed, if ever, may we truly ſay that wil- . 
dom either lifteth or begins at leaſt to lift up her 
voice in the very ſtreets. And I may add that the 
very vices and follies of our Countrymen are a ſuf- 
ficient reaſon why good men ſhould beſtir them- 
ſelyes to put ſome ſtop, if poſſible, to the progreſs 
of thoſe vices and follies. Whilſt the diſtreſſes 
of the Poor, the inhuman villainies of our own 
| Countrymen i in the Eaſt Indies, the licentiouſneſs 
of the times, the infidelity of the wealthy, the 
credulity of the multitude almoſt equal to their 
licentiouſneſs are all ſo well known, or at leaſt ſo 


* 
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much talked of; ſurely a regard to the welfare of . 
his country, to the adminiſtration of impartial 
juſtice, and to the ſalvation of his own ſoul, muſt 
needs each of them ſtrongly call upon every good 
man to lend a helping hand as far as lies in his, 
Power towards the removal of ſuch crying iniqui- 
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ties, and ſuch egregious folly.” But what can the 
advocates for true Religion, for Primitive Chriſtia- 
nity do, when-unbelievers publicly make a jeſt 
of our holy religion, and we are ſtill required by 
wicked Laws not to defend the truth alone, but 
the nonſenſical corruptions and vile additions of 
Tinful men? Or elſe which is of much the ſame 
conſequence we muſt confeſs that we have delibe- 
rately ſubſcribed to doctrines we do not now at 
leaſt believe, and that we are ſtill required by the 
ſame wicked laws to profeſs even in the worſhip of 
Almighty God, what no truly learned and judici- 
ous man can profeſs without equivocation? And 
even that confeſſion according to the Canons of 
our Church ſubj jects us to a moſt ſevere Penalty. 

Well might a learned friend of mine, who yet is 
not a Petitioner, ſay that the errors of our Church 
were, in their tendency deſtructive of all true reli- 
gion. In this light than the excellent Petition of our 
| honeſt Brethren was a kind of loud call upon their 
Countrymen once more to open their eyes and ſee, 
to open their ears and hear the groans of oppreſſed 
truth. But i in the mean time a ſpirit of ſtumber 

denn to have ſeized on oy: And ſcarcely any 


thing 
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ching is dreaded more chan the awakening voice of 
truth. Methodiſtical enthuſiaſm and nonſenſe on 
the one hand, and prophaneneſs, licentiouſneſs, and 
infidelity on the other, ſeem to have driven true re- 
gion almoſt out of the nation. Many again ſeem 
to think that ſo long as they now and then go to 
Chꝑrch and vepete che prayers that their forefathers 
repeted, though they either ſleep out the time that 
their Preachers are harangueing them, or pay no more 
regard to the moral inſtructions that are given them 
by their teachers, than they would to the whiſtling 
of the wind, yet all is ſo far very well. So far 
are they from thinking that Heaven ſuffers any 
kind of violence, that on the contrary they are will- 
ing to ſuppoſe that the mercy of God will as certain - 
1y ſecure it to them, however careleſsly they live, 28 
a good and prudent father will generally be ſure to 

leave his eſtate to his right and deſerving heir. If 

they pay their tithes, though the payment be no 


more with reſpect to the juſt demands of their duty, 
than paying che tenth of their mint, aniſe, and 


cummin was amongſt the Jews of old, even ſuch 
a payment ſeems frequently to be looked-upon by 
them as a ſort of work of ſupererogation, I mean 
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not here to enter upon the following queſtion, 
which amongſt the various eſſays, that have been 
lately written upon the ſubje& ſeems to have been 
very ſeldom, if at all, fairly ſtated, namely, whe- 
ther the payment of tithes in kind be conducive 
to the intereſt of true religion or not. All I mean at 
preſent to obſerve is only this, that both amongſt the 
Clergy andtheLaity, men in general ſeem perfectly 
well to ſatisfy themſelves with little more than the 
form only of religion, whilſt they greatly and many 
times almoſt totally negle& the power of it, Inſtead 


of that Charity which St. Paul above all things re- 
eommended?®, a lazy acquieſcence in merely human 
creeds amongſt moſt men, and a zeal for matters 


of doubtful diſputation amongſt many others, ſeem 
to be conſidered as if they conſtituted the one thing, 
the only thing needful to obtain eternal happineſs. 


Sincerity in the great concern of human life, our 
preparation for a better, is for ought I know, ſo 


uncommon a thing amongſt us, that it is a doubt- 
ful queſtion whether thoſe in general who know 


the moſt, or thoſe who know the leaſt, aremoſt in- 


* See again on this ſubje the Appendix, p. 56. 
9 | ſincere 


F » 
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fincere, Thoſe who know the moſt, ſeem very 
contentedly to make perhaps daily, infincere pro- 
feſſions in the worſhip and moſt immediate ſervice 
of Almighty God; and thoſe who know the leaſt, 
ſeem almoſt univerſally to care hardly at all about the 
matter. A very unpromiſing picture of the times 
is this moſt certainly; but who can deny the ju{- 
tice of it? I might indeed obſerve that many who 
have not petitioned for a reformation of our Church, 
would yet greatly rejoice if a reformation of it was 
to take place. But after various attempts made 
by wiſe and good men to reform our Church, and 
to put a ſtop as far as truth, juſtice, and prudence 
can do it, to the unhappy differences that the cor- | 
vuptions of the Church itſelf, have occaſioned = 
amongſt fellow Chriſtians, fellow Countrymen, and AF 
fellow Proteſtants, we are in much the ſame ſtate f 
as, if not in ſeveral reſpects, in a worſe ſtate than 
we were left by the Tyrannous and ſelf-willed 9 
Elizabeth, and the licentious Charles the II. and | 
his ungodly Biſhops. Surely theſe things will not 
always thus continue. God we may be ſure will | 
not always ſuffer his true Church to be in any ſenſe | 


92 " 8 ” 


driven like the woman, mentioned Rev. xii. 6. 
H4 ho 
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into the wilderneſs. I for my part, tho' a conſidera- 
ble ſufferer already by adhering to the cauſe of the 
Petitioners, will not forbear remonſtrating at all 
events, againſt ſuch heinous iniquities: For by ſo 
doing, I truſt that I ſhall deliver my own ſoul, 

We are well aſſured chat the day of. the Lord 
cometh like a thief in the night, And happy is 
he that ſhall be prepared againſt his coming, Ho 
far off the day of his coming to Judgment may be, 

we know not, -but this we well know, that the end 
of ourtrial and preparation for his Judgment can- 
not be very far off, and may be very near at hand. 
Let us then make a right uſeof this, and of every 
other conſideration, that may conduce to- prepare 
us for ſo awful a change. Then ſhall we truly 
ſhew ourſelves men, we ſhall ſhew ourſelves 
* indeed, and Proteſtants indeed. 


I am my Rar ruxkn, ? 
\ Your ſincere Friend ,... 
And well Wiſher, 
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usr the ſmallneſs of the numbers of 
thoſe that appear to labor in earneſt in a 

| vineyard of ſuch great conſequence as that Goſpel 
one, to which the late petition of the Clergy and 

: [ſome ar leaft immediately aggrieved perſons 
amongſt the Laity] had a ſole reference, every in- 
genuous mind muſt needs wif them all the en- 
couragement they deſerve in carrying on their de- 
bate againſt the formidable prejudices of ancient 
and eſtabliſhed error, in conjuction with ſuch a 
licentiouſneſs of the times, as is ever averſe to 
ſerious enquiries and the purfuit of truth on the 
one hand, as alſo againſt the equally powerful and l 
over multitutles prevailing reſtraints of preſent in 
tereſt on the other. But let not good men be diſ- 
heartened from appearing in ſupport of the cauſe 
of truth and juſtice, and I will venture to add of 
the Goſpel alſo, by thinking they ſhall ftand in 
a after all not Want age, which pretends alſo 

© IM 
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to ſo much generoſity, however inferior they may 
be to him in a capacity of ſelf defence, like Alex- 
ander the Great alone in the midſt of an hoſt of 
enemies. May I entreat a Gentleman J have not 
the happineſs to have any perſonal acquaintance 


with, that he would not be more ready to publiſh 


eſſays upon matters of ſmall conſequence, than 


upon matters of confeſſedly the greateſt conſe- 
quence. Let not the length of an eſſay on ſub- 
jects of national importance diſguſt the reader, 


for amidſt the numerous triflers, whoſe profoundeſt 


ſtudies are News- papers, Novels, and Magazines, 
ethers will be found, that will not be diſguſted at that 


circumſtance. Permit me, Mr. Printer, to expreſs 
my great ſatisfaction at lately ſeeing no leſs than 


. three, if not four excellent eſſays in favor of our 
cauſe in one of the St, James 5 Chronicles? An eſſay 
in a News-paper even in favor of the Petitioners 
may chance to engage the attention of ſome who 
would almoſt fear to purchaſea Pamphlet in favor 
of them. And in this view, Iconſider it as no ſmall 


bjeſſing that the London Papers are ſo extenſively 
circulated, and I could wiſh for my part, that they 
were. circulated through every Pariſh in the King: 
dom. I have 
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L have ſome thoughts of troubling you ſoon with 
an illuſtration at leaft, of a certain poſition in 
my laſt, viz. that the errors of our Church are in 
their tendency deſtructive of all true religion. In the 
mean time, I ſhall beg leave to lay before the Public, 
by means of your much read Paper, a curious ſtory, 
which is excellently well both applied and com- 
mented upon by the learned and 3 Author 
of the Confeſſional. 

After expoſing in a very maſterly manner the 
ſophiſtical and prevaricating arguments, which ſe- 
veral men of great eminence in the Church of Eng 
land have made uſe of, in defence of and to ſatis- 
fy themſelves and others with reſpect to the preſent 
mode of ſubſcription, the forementioned excellent 
Author juſty obſerves, that as a teſt of opinions, 
this ſame preſent mode of ſubſcriptions is now at 
leaſt utterly uſeleſs, and an affair in which the pre- 
judices of the people have nothing to do. For as 
he truly obſerves, the candidates for the miniſtry 
are ſuppoſed to be perſons of learning, capable 
of judging of ſuch things, and liable to be hurt 
and diſquieted, I will add to be greatly hurt and 
diſquieted by ſo diſagreeable a dilemma as they 

Ake 


erl. 
are brought into by chis piece of diſcipline. 
If there are any, continues he, of this claſs, weak 


enough to be offended with the removal of this bar- 


rier of orthodoxy, let them be gratified too. The 
reſtoration of their ſenſible and conſcientious bre- 
thren to their chriſtian liberty, need not preclude 
them from expreſſing their belief of, and their ve- 
neration for every thing eſtabliſhed i in the church 
of England in as high terms as they « can invent. 
What for God's ſake is there i in this propoſal 
that deſerves to be fo ſcoffed at, as it is by the 
Author of a virulent Letter to Lord North, againſt 


His Petitioning Brethren, who calls himſelf a 


Clergyman « of the Church of England? ? 
But 1 procede with our honeſt, as well as truly 


learned, liberal minded, andi ingenious Author. With 


all alacrity, ſays he, would I turn over this claſs of 


mento Dr. Rutherforth's schurch-governors, upon tho 
principle which induced Biſhop Andrews to give 
up his brother Neale's purſe 1 to King James]. Then 
follows this ſtory, which. as he Juſtly obſeryes i is 


in point, and not unedifying. . 


The Biſhops of Wincheſter and Durham 


W (Andrew's and Neale) were ſtanding behind 


(e the 
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. & the King's Chair, while his Majeſty was at din- 
« ner. His gracious Majeſty” (as our Author 
might have faid, for ſo our eſtabliſhed, and 
as ſome ever at this time of day would fain perſuade 
us to think, our faultleſsly conſtituted church un- 
doubtedly called him) aſked theſe Biſnops, My 
% Lords, cannot I take my ſubjects money, when Þ - 
<«- want it; without all this formality in parliament?ꝰ 
The Biſhop of Durham readily anſwered, God 
“ forbid, Sir, but you ſhould, you are the breath 
<«- of our noſtrils.” Whereupon the King turned, 
and ſaid to the Biſhop of Wincheſter, Well my 
Lord, what ſay you? © Sir,” replied the R. 
<« ſhop I have no fkill to judge of parliamentary 
<- caſes.” The King anſwered, No put- offs, my 
% Lord; anfwer me preſently.“ Then, Sir, 
4 ſaid hez © I think it lawful for you to take my 
* | Brother Neale's money for he offers it! Biog; 
Brit. Andrews. Remark [E]. In my next, Mr. 
Printer, undet the ſame ſignature, I intend to 
trouble you with an abridgment of our celebrated 
Author's pertinent remarłs upon the ſame ſtory, 
till when I remain to all honeſt men their ſincere 
well viſher. At, 
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14 Mr. PRINTER, 
1 | N P my laſt I begged leave to * before * public, 
5 by means of your paper, a ſtory which, though ĩt 
might not have the grace of novelty to recommend it 
(tor I think that I myſelf have read it before, not in- 
| deed inthe Biographia Britannica; but in one of the 
L volumes of the Monthly Review) yet carries this 
| ſtronger recommendation with it, that beſides the re- 
F flections both ſerious and even facetious (if I may be 
4 allowed to mention ſuch reflections) which it ſeems - 
well adapted to excite in the mind of every Reader, 
it is made the ground work of ſome ſtill more perti- 
nent reflections, by the celebrated Author of the 
Confeſſional. To lay before the public, by the 
ſame method of conveyance I have before made 
uſe of, and which is perhaps as extenſive as any I 
can eaſily make uſe of, the ſubſtance, or a part at 
leaſt of thoſe reflections, is the main deſign and in- 
tention of this letter. I am ſenſible. indeed, that 
quotations from the writings of another, and eſpe- 
cially of a contemporary Author, are ſeldom cal- 


culated to _ much honor to him that makes 
: them, 
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them, ſince a Writer of the meaneſt talents can 
eaſily tranſcribe. But that is very little to the pur- 


* 


poſe, and ſuch a conſideration ſhall by no means 


deter me from making the following extract. For 


according to an excellent ſaying of Demoſthenes 


(as quoted by Lord Bacon, in his book de Digni- 
tate et Augmento Scientiarum, if my memory does 
not deceive me) I will alſo. venture to ſay, that 
I would at any time, if I know my own heart, 

rather deliver : any thing that was likely t to be of any 
real and extenſive ſervice to my country (whether 
it were by promoting true religion, or by any other 


means) than I would utter the brighteſt oration, 
that ever was uttered, merely to gain applauſe to 


myſelf. 

Dropping therefore for the preſent all di 
tion of that oppreſſion, under which conſcience 
bids me labour, I come now to our excellent Au- 
thor's reflections on the forementioned ſtory, which 
you ſhall have as follows, in his own words : 


It has been very common with obnoxious 


* Churchmen, under the gentle correction of a 
laugh, to complain that religion was ridiculed in 
their 
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their perſons, Leſt,” ſays he, any ſuch impu- 
0 tation ſhould, upon this occaſion, be glanced at 
me, 1 think proper to declare, that, in my opini- 


© on, this little anecdote (viz. concerning thoſe 


Biſhops and cheir unrighteous King) is capable 
of a very ſerious application to the caſe in hand. 
< The property that every Proteſtant has, i in his re- 
© ligious opinion is, or ought to be as valuable to 
* him as the property he has i in his purſe. Why. 
© ſhould he, therefore, give up the former, to the 
[ , commands of Church Governors, any more 
8 5 "than the other to che arbitrary will of his Prince 4 
. Perhaps the force and tendency of this queſtion 
vill be more ſenſibly felt, if we ſuppoſe a caſe, 
© which, if Laud's cations in 1641 had taken effect, 


© was by no means an impoſſible one. Let us ſup- 


1 Pose then Nee $ axiom to have been faſhioned 


- 
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* poſe: the King 8 Majeſty. is the breath of our noſ. | 
5 trils: : therefore , bythe lawof God, our whole tem- 


* poral ſubſtance i is at his royal diſpoſal, without 
the intervention, of any grant from an inferior 


authority. Suppoſe this article to have been eſ- 
NS tabliſhed, and I will venture to ſay, that Rogers 
. and 
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0 and Welchman' s would readily have been found 
© to prove it from Seri ipture, For example, There 


© went out a degree fi rom Cæſar Auguſtus, that all 


the world ſhould be raxed. Here we have a Lax, 


»$ + 4 


5 clinch it, , throw i in the rext r Render unto Cefer the 8 


. things thak are Ceſar! 'Y and I will be bound. to 
. ſhew, that you have as good a ſcriptural Proof 
for this. article, EI ſome Commeptators have 


x Bikes to uxhorize ſor others that I could 
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00 long, I ſhall omit ir fore pertinent remarks, that 
immediately follow. thoſe I, have juſt mentioned, 
ang .Procede. to ſome of our 4 Author's other reflec-. 
tigns on the ſame ſybjeRt.) ]. K 

* The article being. thus eſtabliſhed, proved, 
* and fortified, let us further ſuppoſe that Ban- 
* croft or Laud had enjoined i it to be ſubſcribed] by 

* every-layman vor one hundred pounds in land, 

* MONEY, or ſtock, (as indeed without that cir- 
0 * cunſtanee ſuch an article v would have done no- 


thing for a James * a Ch; are) o on 1 pain © of being 
* refulgd 19: yades hear office, or or acquire an in- 
. * Napetty any other * n 1 deſire 


I to 
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© to know, would have been the ſentiments of any 

© liberal minded layman upon : ſuch an impoſition ? 7 

5 Would he, without reluctance, have ſacrificed 
1 © his temporal property to the doctrine of a church 

* governor, by an explicit declaration under his 
* hand, that the article was agreeable to the word 
© of God? Would the ſophiſtical vindication of a 
general right in church governors to require a 
' < ſubſcribed declaration of the truth'of ſome con- 
7 ö EP « feſſion of faith and doctrine, have convinced bim 
| | « of the equity, the reaſonableneſs, the propriety of 
L requiring him to ſubſcribe to the truth of this 
1A particular article? (This queſtion I beg leave my- 
1 ſelf to obſerve does not juſtly characterize that one 
performance only, which our Author here alludes to 
4 if I can judge, all the performances that I have 
il | ſeen, and think have ſeen moſt that have been 
written, againft the cauſe of the Petitioners, — 

urge, ſays he © theſe conſiderations no farther. 
1 perceive indignation arifing 3 in the generous 

© ſpirits of my countrymen at the very ſuggeſtion. 
6 All the uſe I would make of it is this. Ler but 
. the ſenſible benevolent layman allow it to ber pro- 
* bable, that there are ſerious and conſcientious pro- 
< teſtants, 


1 
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teſtants, who value the property they have in 
their religious opinions as much as others do their 
temporal rights and poſſeſſions, and he will want 
no other argument to pity, and to his power to 
aſſiſt them to get quit of the yoke; and, as he 
* himſelf is happily free from one of theſe burthens, 
* to join his brethren who find themſelves aggrieved 
and oppreſſed by the other, in a decent but ear- 
* neſt and ardent ſollicitation co the legiſlature that 
© they may be delivered from it.” God grant that 
theſe reflections may tend to the advancement of his 
glory. and the promotion of true Religion. 
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